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* Tensions Plague Europe-West Africa Shipping 
90EF0037A Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 
5 Oct 89 p 18 


(Unattributed article: “Competition Largely Eliminated 
by Controlling Cargo”) 


[Text] The tensions in shipping between Europe and 
West Africa are growing because West African countries 
are protecting their shipping interests by systematically 
controlling cargo. Ten of these countries operate offices 
for reserving cargo—a fact which in the opinion of many 
shipping experts violates the UNCTAD [United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development] regulations on 
ocean shipping which have been in effect since July 1, 
1987. 


A shipowner who is active in the trade states that “the 
introduction of the UNCTAD code was supposed to 
result in the involvement of African nations in their 
countries’ imports and exports, but increasingly larger 
numbers of countries are rigorously using this to select 
the plums, read: we'l-paid cargoes, for their own ships, 
leaving the less well-paying cargoes to the European 
conference shipowners and the chaff to outsiders.” 


In any case, the continuing relatively weak flow of cargo 
to Africa—all West African countries suffer from eco- 
nomic difficulties—has been able to induce only the 
financially strong shipping countries to stick with it. 
While there is not always «nough cargo to send to the 
south, the volume of cargo headed to the north leaves 
increasingly more to be desired. In view of the cam- 
paigns against tropical woods there is little demand for 
West African rare wood and only small quantities of 
other, mostly agricultural products are shipped. 


Nigeria still occupies the key position in West Africa. 
The oil shock which destroyed economic hopes has still 
not completely abated. The country is in the midst of a 
restructuring phase, British exports fell by 18 percent in 
1988 to 390 million British pounds, and this year’s 
figures will not look any better at all. 


Ghana and the Republic of the Ivory Coast are suffering 
from the sudden drops in prices on the coffee market; in 
addition, the International Coffee Organization reduced 
Ivory Coast coffee exports in 1988-89 by 99,000 sacks of 
coffee in contrast to the previous decade ending last year. 


West African shipping lives on hope for the future. Only 
a few independents have been in a position to get 
established on a longer-term basis, for example, Brit:sh 
OTAL (O.T. Africa Line) and the Bremen EAL Europa- 
Africa Line which are part of the Toepfer Group. Now 
both lines are betting almost exclusively on roll- 
on/roll-off freighters with large container capacities. As 
of September the OTAL line, which also sails from 
cortinental ports of lading, will take over 3 ro/ro ships 
which it acquired in France and which each have a 
capacity of 5,000 meters of track and 1,200 20-foot 
containers. 
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OTAL intends not only to modernize and enlarge its fleet 
with the purchase of the three freighters, but also to 
prove that in the face of all adversities it sees a long-term 
future in West Africa traffic. Ro/ro freighters proved to 
be advantageous because they can be handled more 
flexibly in African harbors which are often inadequately 
equipped for container traffic. In addition, OTAL wants 
to distance itself from it’s competitors with extensive 
service. Thus, they want to use refrigerated containers to 
attract cargo which to date has been sent to West Africa 
only by air freight. 


Shipowners Complain at Conference Office 


Several independent lines (for example, the ASIWASI 
Group [Association of Independent West African Ship- 
ping Interests] and the Danish Maersk Line) have 
requested help from the European Commission’s Com- 
petition Directorate because of the problematic distribu- 
tion of cargo by some West African countries. If the 
European Commission shares the view of the indepen- 
dents, then it can require the conference shipowners to 
change their practices. As a last possibility it can deprive 
the conference of the right of combination which would 
be synonymous with dissolving the conference. 


For the first time in the beginning of July EC guardians 
made use of their comprehensive fact-finding rights in 
shipping matters because the COWAC (Continental 
West Africa Conference) and UKWAL (United 
Kingdom West Africa Line’s Joint Service) conferences 
in February did not provide adequate responses to the 
questionnaires which were sent to them by the Brussels 
antitrust office. Conference secretariats in Hamburg, 
Liverpool, and Marseille were searched. 


EC authorities are irritated by the attitude of African 
government representatives. They are clearly not pre- 
pared to contribute to solving the issue of cargo distri- 
bution which will satisfy both the Europeans and the 
independent lines. Dr Juergen Erdmenger, Commission 
director in Brussels responsible for shipping, says that 
“the Africans are not ready to negotiate.” 


Now, six conference shipping companies which have 
been active in the business for a long time have also 
reacted to the decline in traffic. The Hamburg Deutsche 
Afrika-Linie, the Rotterdam Nedlloyd Lines, the Norwe- 
gian Hoegh Line, the Swedish Scandinavian West Africa 
Line, and the two French shipping companies, Societe 
Navaite de Caennaise and Societe Navale de |’Ouest, are 
now offering their services in a scheduling group, but 
with ongoing separate marketing. 


With a total of 4 ro/ro freighters of 16,744 tons each, 2 
container ships for that purpose only, and 2 multipur- 
pose \rzighters they feel they are equipped to handle the 
entire spectrum of cargo in such traffic. They offer 
departures from the entire north-European coast 
between Dilbao and Goeteborg to West Africa from 
Daker 79 Pointe Noire. 
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In contrast to the other conference shipping companies, 
the participating shipping companies hope that this 
reorganization will make them more competitive, 
mainly because they now offer the fastest transit tixnes. 
There are also mergers between other lines in the West 
Africa trade. This seems to be the only way to offer 
departures in a somewhat steady succession using 
reduced fleets. Up to a few years ago each shipping 
company had up to a dozen freighter operating undcr its 
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own flag—to be sure they were conventional ships with 
substantially longer round-trip times than those required 
by the new ro/ro ships. 


Wolfgang Broscheit, authorized manager of the Intraha 
Shipping Company office in Duisburg, the general agent 
for the three Baco barge carriers of the RMS group which 
is also located in Duisburg, said he was relatively satis- 
fied. The freighters of 21,800 tons each accommodate 12 
lighters, $00 tons each holding up to 652 containers. 
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Chad 


* fficials Discuss Impact of ‘Operation Census’ 
90EF0045A Ndjamena AL-WATAN in French 
7-13 Oct 89 pp 4-5 


[Interview with M’Bairaroua N’Deireubeu, secretary of 
state for the interior and for territorial administration, 
and Jean Alingue Bawoyeu, president of the Constitu- 
tional Committee, by B. Mahamat N’Gartomia: “‘Oper- 
ation Census: a National Duty,” at Cite de l'Afrique on 
29 September; first paragraph is introduction] 


[Text] As a prelude to the preparations for the forth- 
coraing referendum that will take place between now and 
the end of 1989 throughout the whole country in order to 
adopt a constitution and then elect the president of the 
republic, Operation Census officially began on 27 Sep- 
tember. It was in the framework of this operation that 
census forms were filled out for the president and his 
family on 1 October. This first census operation was 
evidence that the electoral process that is to lead to the 
referendum is a national duty. To provide additional 
information, M’Bairaroua N’Deireubeu, secretary of 
state for the interior and territorial administration, and 
Jean Alingue Bawoyeu, president of the Constituticiial 
Committee, provided details of the objectives of this 
electoral census in the course of a joint press conference 
that they gave on 29 September at Africa Hall. 


[AL-WATAN] Chad has begun the process of the democ- 
ratization and the liberalization of national political life. 
The electoral process that will lead to the referendum has 
just started with the census operations that began on 27 
September. Can you recall for us the objective sought by 
this census? 


{[M’Bairaroua N’Deireubeu] We thank you journalists 
very sincerely for coming to ask us questions that con- 
cern not only domestic but also international public 
opinion. In accordance with Ordinance No 22/PR/89 on 
the preparation of electoral lists and the organization 
and conduct of the vote, Decree No 44 has been issued. 
This decree fixes the date for the official beginning of 
census operations, which are to be completed within a 
time limit of 15 days throughout the country. Before 
answering your questions I would like to turn over the 
platform to the president of the Constitutional Com- 
mittee to expand my remarks, since we will try to answer 
your questions together. 


[Jean Alingue Bawoyeu] As the minister indicated, we 
will give you an overall view of the census operations 
that will lead, in the near future, to the referendum. 
Until now our country has gone through a situation that 
you know. However, on 7 June 1982 the president and 
founder of UNIR [National Union for Independence 
and Revolution] undertook a commitment to prepare a 
constitution that will control the future political life of 
our country. This cominitment began to be implemented 
1 year ago with the action taken by the chief of state to 
establish a Constitutional Committee. Since then certain 
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terms have emerged and have been heard by our people. 
You have heard references to the constitution, the refer- 
endum, and the census. These are terms that at any given 
time may have slipped from the minds of the Chadian 
people. Today at this press conference we will try to 
clarify what the national public opinion is in the fol- 
lowing terms. In my view, they are much ado about 
nothing. 


To follow up what the minister said, our press confer- 
ence marks the official beginning of the census cam- 
paign. It will make it possible for the domestic media to 
cover what the Chadian people ar. going to live through 
in the next few weeks. It is true that many Chadians are 
asking themselves questions about the drafting of the 
constitution, the beginning of the census operation, and 
the referendum. These terms are not new. However, we 
would like to say to you that gradually, over the next few 
days, we will have occasion to expiain all of these terms 
to you, as the census process unfolds. Today, with you 
and in the presence of the minister, we are going to 
confine ourselves to the first phase of the operation, 
which concerns making a census of the population. 


What does the word census mean? Many people are 
trying to give it different meanings in different forms. A 
census by definition is, in a sense, an inventory of the 
people. What is the purpose of making such an inventory 
of the people? There are several) kinds of census opera- 
tions that a country may undertake. These include a 
demographic census, that is, a census of all of the people 
by sex and age in which you try to find out the total 
number of people who live within the borders of the 
country. There is an administrative census that concerns 
the territorial administration in particular for several 
purposes, including taxes, in the sense of listing, for 
example, the citizens who have paid their civic taxes. 
However, what concerns us in particular is the electoral 
census. The purpose of this census is to make an inven- 
tory of the Chadian population of age 18 and older in 
order to be in a position to vote. 


The first step to take in this process is to adopt a 
constitution. That is the principal objective in the frame- 
work of this electoral census that began on 27 September. 
This census will lead the Chadian people first to adopt 
the constitution and then to elect the president. The 
second phase of this electoral census, which concerns the 
adoption of the constitution, will lead at the same time to 
the election of the president. 


{[AL-WATAN] What is the mood of the Chadian people 
as they prepare to take part in this census operation? Has 
preliminary work been done to mobilize the people? 


([M’Bairaroua N’Deireubew] First, I would like to pro- 
vide some details in answer to the first question. The 
right to vote, covering those 18 years of age and older, 
affects everyone. It affects students, government offi- 
cials, soldiers, officers, politicians, etc. In short, all 
Chadian citizens are called on to vote. Therefore, this is 
a national duty. 
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You ask whether the Chadian people have been prepared 
for the census. I can tell you that the Chadian people 
have been sufficiently prepared for this program. First of 
all, and at the same time, members of the Constitutional 
Committee and officials of the Ministry of the Interior, 
as members of a mixed committee, have been sent out 
into the countryside. They have gone to all of our 
prefectures and given instructions to the prefects who, in 
turn, have tried to clear the way, each in his own area of 
responsibility. Everyone is ready to be recorded in the 
census. Nothing has been forgotten by the Constitutional 
Committee or by the Ministry of the Interior. 


{Jean Alingue Bawoyeu] In the preparations made, with 
regard to the people’s state of mind, I had occasion to 
indicate just now that it will soon be a year since the 
Chadian people first heard us speak of the census. When 
we began to prepare the draft constitution, the president 
had already indicated that this constitution will be 
submitted for the approval of the Chadian people. For 
this reason, even when we sent out representatives at the 
time when we were polling the opinion of the Chadian 
people to know what their aspirations were, everyone 
knew that eventually the draft constitution would be 
submitted for popular approval. The administrative and 
political authorities in the various regions in the coun- 
tryside have made our people aware of this matter. 
According to the reports that we have received back from 
our representatives, the state of mind of the people is 
good. Everyone must do his duty, that is, vote. 


[AL-WATAN] You said just now that the census opera- 
tion affects all social classes. More specifically, will the 
census be taken in the same way in thé cities, as well as 
in the countryside? 


[M’Bairaroua N’Deireubeu] No, it will not be done in 
the same way. Moreover, we explained this matter on 
Chadian National Radiodiffusion. In the large cities, 
including N’Djamena, Abeche, Sarh, and Moundou, the 
census agents will go from house to house to take the 
census of all of our compatriots who live there. 
Regarding the other cities, offices will be set up for the 
census. The subprefects and traditional chiefs will help 
the census agents to bring in all of the people. 


[AL-WATAN] What human and material arrangements 
have been made for undertaking this operation? 


[Jean Alingue Bawoyeu] To undertake such aii operation 
all of the arrangements have been made. In the course of 
the operation we will see what difficulties come up. This 
will make it possible for us to resolve these problems 


gradually. 


I would also like to state why we have made a distinction 
between the urban centers and the rural zones. The 
arrangements in the cities were made to let the census 
agents go from house to house. Although the work to be 
done is the same in the rural areas, the arrangements 
differ because work out in the country goes on without 
interruption. On the other hand, you know that in the 
large cities there are companies that are open on a 
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regular schedule. We cannot ask their employees to go to 
this or that center to be recorded in the census. That 
would cause serious problems and would interfere with 
the proper functioning ci the administrative services and 
ot companies. We are, iherefore, asking the cooperation 
of the people in receiving our census agents, who will 
give them their voters’ cards. On the other hand, in rural 
areas we have set up centers to allow citizens to come 
and be iisted in the census. However, in that case we also 
took precautions to make sure that the distances they 
would have to travel would not be too great. 


Regarding the provision of the necessary human and 
material resources, we have mobilized a little more than 
5,000 people to serve as census agents. They are located 
throughout the country, in accordance with an estimate 
of the population provided by the Directorate of Statis- 
tics and available economic and demographic studies. 
These census agents were recruited from among govern- 
ment officials and secondary school students. They will 
be supervised by demographers. 


[AL-WATAN] Do you think that the 15 days earmarked 
for vhe census operation will be enough? 


{[M’Bairaroua N’deireubeu] Yes. Certain prefectures 
have even started early. On the other hand, in other 
prefectures we have had difficulties in providing the 
necessary materials, due to floods. However, I believe 
that this situation will not prevent the authorities from 
completing the operation in the time provided, even if it 
is necessary to extend the census period by | or 2 days. 


[AL-WATAN] The census will be taken in the cities and 
in the country. Is it possible to know whether this 
operation will also affect Chadians living abroad? If so, 
has a specific period been set for them to be registered to 
vote? 


{[M’Bairaroua N’deireubeu] In Ordinance No 22 it is 
provided that Chadians abroad must aiso vote. A regu- 
lation covering this matter will be issued jointly between 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, the Interior, and 
Administrative Reform. 


[AL-WATAN] How will you handle the census of Chad- 
ians traveling either within the country or abroad for 
occupational! reasons for a period of time longer than 15 
days? What must they do to ensure that they are included 
in the census? 


[M’Bairaroua N’deireubeu] I see no problem. A Chadian 
who lives in N’Djamena must be entered in the census 
for N’Djamena. A Chadian who lives in Bongor, for 
example, must be included in the census for Bongor. 
When he is not at home, he is only on a temporary trip. 
Therefore, he cannot be included in the census while he 
is on a trip. However, his family will be in a position to 
provide us with information concerning him. That is, his 
name, his age, etc. It is the same thing for ary citizen who 
lives outside the country. 
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[Jean Alingue Bawoyeu] I see nothing that is ambiguous. 
The text of the legislation is clear. Article 8 of the 
ordinance sets out the conditions under which Chadian 
citizens will be registered on an electoral list. The prin- 
cipal condition is that the person must reside in a given 
place at least six (6) months and that he is registered in a 
properly accredited place for the vote. 


[AL-WATAN] After the census, when will the voting 
take place? 


[Jean Alingue Bawoyeu] The voting will take place 
between now and the end of the year. At the latest, 31 
December 1989. There are steps to be taken to be abie to 
hold the election by that date. Moreover, you can see 
yourselves bow big an operation it will be. We will begin 
with the first stage, the census. If citizens are not counted 
in a census, you cannot ask them to go and vote. How 
will they prove that they are Chadian citizens or that 
they are naturalized Chadian citizens and so able to 
vote? These are conditions that must be met in advance. 
If the citizens meet these conditions, the next stage will 
concern the preparations for the voting. Between now 
and the end of 1989 the referendum will take place. We 
will be busy arranging for it, and we will do our best to 
keep to that schedule. 


Zaire 


* Mobutu’s Quest for Angolan Diamonds 
Reported 


34000149B London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 
27 Oct 89 pl 


[Text] New York. President Mobutu of Zaire is seeking 
diamond concessions as the price of his ‘peacemaker’ 
role between the Angolan government and Unita 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
rebels. U.S. sources report that he is using his ability to 
cut off Unita’s military suppiies as a bargaining counter 
with President Eduardo dos Santos. 


Mobutu wants to be given rights over diamond deposits 
inside Angola but close to the Zaire border. He believes 
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that Dos Santos will agree, in return for a guarantee of 
peace terms favourable to the government and damaging 
to the movement led by Jonas Savimbi. A stranglehold 
can be exerted on Unita from Zaire, now that South 
Africa is no longer flying in supplies. In August, this was 
demonstrated when the U.S. airlift from Kinshasa and 
Kamina was halted by Mobutu. When questioned earlier 
this month in the U.S. Congress about the blockade, 
assistant secretary of state Herman Cohen refused to 
comment. 


4 key figure behind Mobutu’s manoeuvres to obtain the 
concessions is Maurice Templesman, the influential 
American diamond dealer. His associations with Africa, 
and Zaire in particular, go back more than 20 years; he is 
now chairman of the African-American Institute, which 
has friendly links with the state department. Three weeks 
ago, Templesman demonstrated his close interest in 
Angola when he was host at a ‘discussion lunch’ in New 
York. The principle guests were Augusto Teixera de 
Matos, Angolan finance minister, and Dr Aquinaldo 
Jaime, director of foreign investment in the office of Dos 
Santos. The 300 guests included bankers and executives 
of transnational corporations. 


Mobutu is likely to claim that there will be a financial 
gain to Angola if Zaire takes charge of security in the 
border concession areas. At present, the theft of high- 
quality gemstones is rampant in the Lucapa and 
Andrada areas. If the plan goes ahead, the diamonds 
would be e. ported through Zaire and probably marketed 
by De Beers, which already has a major contract for 
Zairean stones worth $70m a year. 


Aithough Dos Santos is desperate to have the 15-year 
civil was ended on terms designed to limit the role of 
Savimbi, there will be fierce opposition within the 
Angolan government and ruling MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] party to any diamond 
deal with Mobutu. 


The Zairean leader is detested in Angola for his past 
attempts at destabilisation. There is also anger that, in 
his manipulation of the civil war, he is once again letting 
U.S. arms and other aid—reputedly worth $50m a 
year—flow freely to Unita. 
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Tanzania 


* Foreign Firm Accused of Sabotage at Aluminum 
34000202B Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
25 Oct 89 p 3 


{Article From Mussa Lupatu in Dodoma: “Sabotage at 
Aluminium Africa”) 


[Text] The Government has proved sabotage allegations 
against Aluminium Africa by a foreign firm, Comcraft 
Services, that had a management contract with the 
parastatal, the National Assembly was told here yes- 
terday. 


Deputy Minister for Industries and Trade, Dr. Nicas 
Mahinda, told the House during question time that 
following this, the National Development Corporation 
(NDC) through the Tanzania Legal Corporation (TLC), 
is seeking legal action against those involved in the 
sabotage. 

He said the Government had received a report by a 
probe team on the alleged sabotage by Comcraft Services 
that followed revelations in the House against apparent 
wrong-doing intended to swindle Aluminium Africa. 


“Investigations have shown that there is ample evidence 
to believe that there were certain things that there were 
certain things done by Comcraft Services Limited for 
their own benefit and not particularly for Aluminium 
Africa and the nation as a whole,” he said. 


Ndugu Mahinda said besides directing NDC to take legal 
action against Comcraft, NDC and the Aluminium 
Africa Board of Directors hed also taken several mea- 
sures. 


These, he said, included the term ation of the Comcraft 
contract and the appointment of Ndugu B. J. Chambaka 
as the local General Manager with full responsibilities 
under the Board. 


Also foreign experts were removed and that presently 
only four foreigners have been recruited from the inter- 
national market. He said the removal of foreign experts 
had saved four-fifth of foreign exchange uses to service 
their salaries. 

Plan: for the training of local experts were underway to 
enable the nation to be self reliant in the coming four 
years. Also a new system of importing raw mateirals 
through international tender had been put into place, he 
said. 

Ndugu Mahinda, who was answering Ndugu Sigele 
Nswima (Mpanda) who had wanted to know where the 
issue between Aluminium Africa and Comcraft had 
reached, was told that nationals had also been giver 
responsibility in the management of the Finance and 
Marketing Department. 


Sabotage allegations against Comcraft were first raised 
in the National Assembly by Mufindi MP [Member of 
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Parliament] Joseph Mungai who said imported raw 
mateirals were sold outside the country at a lower price 
than that under which it was bought, apparently through 
companies under Comcraft. 


* Food Aid for Zanzibar’s Victims !2eported 


34000202C Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
26 Oct 89 p 3 


[Article: “World Food Programme To Assist Zanzibar”) 


[Text] The World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) will supply food 
worth 137,025m/~945,000 US dollars) to 165,000 vic- 
tims of the mealy bug and black sigatoka infestation in 
Zanzibar. 

A press release issued by the United Nations Informa- 
tion Centre in Dar-es-Salaam on Monday, said the food 
would be supplied in three months. It said the assistance 
was approved by FAO and WFP last Friday. 


The commitment is in addition to the previous emer- 
gency food aid supply of 1,355 tonnes of rice worth 
39.7m/- which was “istributed to 37,600 victims of 
mealy bug infestation in Zanzibar. 


The WFP has also donated 180 tonnes of maize and 147 
tonnes of beans to offset food deficits in Masasi and 
Mtwara Rural District. 


The Mtwara Regional Dev:clopment Director, Ndugu 
Meshack Mkumbwa told Shihata on Tuesday that the 
food would be distributed to an estimated 22,911 flood 
victims in Kitaya Division, Mtwara Rural District and 
some parts of Masasi District. 

He, however, said that of the amount pledged, the region 
has so far received only ten tonnes of maize through the 
National Milling Corporation (NMC) and the remaining 
amount would be arriving in Mtwara gradually due to 
transport snags from Dar-es-Salaam. 


The floods which occurred in April this year had devas- 
tated 3,000 hectares planted in the valley of the Ruvuma 
River, mostly maize and paddy. 


The Regional Development Director also said the region 
was now busy mobilising trucks to ferry the foods for 
distribution. 


He could not state the value of the food. 


* Government To Order Medical Supplies Directly 


34000203A Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
23 Oct 89 pl 


[Article by Charles Kizigha: “Ministry To Order Equip- 
ment Directly From Manufacturers”) 


FBIS-AFR-89-233-S 
6 December 1989 


[Text] The Ministry of Health will shortly start ordering 
medicines and hospital equipment direct from manufac- 
turers instead of using agents, dealers or middlemen, it 
was said in Dar-es-Salaam over the weekend. 


Principal Secretary, Zahra Nuru said this was one of the 
major changes intended to avoid unnecessary problems 
created by agents, dealers or middlemen, like supplying 
sub-standard medicines and hospital equipment, and 
over invoicing. 


Ndugu Nuru said the new arrangement would enable the 
country to get the accepted standard of medicines and 
hospital equipment. It would also relieve the Govern- 


ment of paying inflated prices to the foreign agents, 
dealers and middlemen. 


She said “manufacturers will, I believe, ensure that they 
supply medicines and hospital equipment which meet 
internat:>nal standards as per specifications made awail- 
able to them, and charge actuai prices.” 


She said the move would enable sick people to be 
prescribed medicines which are of international stan- 
dards and not as the case now. 


“Whe. need be, the ministry would order medicines and 


hospital equipment through agents, dealers or mid- 
diemen who have international recognition”, she said. 


One of the advantages of dealing directly with teh 
manufacturers is that they would make sure that they 
supply the required goods which meet the specifications 
forwarded to tier and thus avoid tarnishing the repu- 
tation or integrity of their firms, she said. 


Another advantage was that in case of any suspicion of 
quality or even quantity on delivered medicines or 
hospital equipment, it is easier to sort out the issue 
rather than having a th rd party in between. 


The Principal Secretary said details of the new move 
would be announced soon. 


In another development, Ndugu Nuru said the Ministry 
had started making at the Central Medical 
Stores (CMS) by appointing the Chief Supplies Officer to 
head the institution instead of Chief Pharmacist. 


Ndugu Nuru said it is most appropriate for a qualified 
supplies officer to head CMS for perfection in store 
matters. He would be assisted by a qualified pharmacist. 


“For the time I have been here (Principal Secretary in 
the Ministry) I have learnt that the CMS has had 
cancerous problems for many years caused by individ- 
uals. The problems I have identified can be solved to a 
reasonable extent,” she said. 


Ndugu Nuru was commenting, on the restructuring of 
the CMS’ which was proposed to the Ministry of Health 
by a committee appointed early 1978 to probe CMS’s 
operations. 
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The committee proposed then that the CMS be headed 
by a senior Supplies Officer Grade One. He should not 
necessarily be a pharmacist but should have a stores 
experience. 


He should be assisted by a supplies officer who should be 
a qualified pharmacist. The senior supplies officer 
should be appointed by the President, it proposed. 


* SIDA’s Tsh1.19 Billion Gift for Education 


34000158 Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
16 Oct 89 p 3 


[Text] Tanzania and Sweden have signed an agreement 
under which the Swedish International Development 
Agency (SIDA) will provide Tanzania with a grant of 
Tsh1.19 during this financial year. 


Signing the agreement on behalf of the Swedish Govern- 
ment on Saturday was Arne Strom, head of Develop- 
ment Co-operation Office, SIDA in Dar es Salaam, and 
on behalf of the Tanzanian Government was Joseph 
Ngonyani, Principal Secretary, Ministry of Educaticn. 

At the ceremony, Strom, was accompanied by Kenth 
Wickman, Senior Programme Officer, and Bie Gran- 
bom, head of the Department of the Development 
Co-operation Office. 

Ndugu Ngonyani thanked the Swedish Government for 
their big support to the country. 


Ndugu Strom assured the Tanzania Government of his 
country’s resolve to assist Tanzania in her development. 


According to the agreement, SIDA will provide educa- 
tional material, including text and exercise books. The 
project will cost 500m/-. 

SIDA will also support a programme for training pri- 
mary school teachers and has allocated 110m/- for that 
purpose. 


* IFAD’s $11.25 Million Grant for Education 


34000150C Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
16 Oct 89 p 1 


[Article by John Waluye] 


[Text] A 1.6bn/- (11.25 miliion U.S. dollars) small- 
holder suppori project to be financed by the Rome-based 
International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) will soon be launched in Zanzibar and Pemba on 
crop intensification and diversification on the islands. 
A sistement issued by the United Nations Information 
Centre mi Dar es Salaam yesterday said the project would 
assist some }8,000 farming families and 15,000 fishing 
families to increase harvest and earn more income. 
Under the project, existing extension services wili te 
unified and strengthened while adaptive research om t'se 
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chief food crops such as cassava and sweet potatoes will 
be conducted, primarily in farmers’ fields, the statement 
said. 

It noted that the People’s Bank of Zanzibar will be 
assisted to establish a rural credit scheme for farmers and 
fishermen, with short- term loans to individuals for 
fishing gear, agricultural inputs and equipment, and 
medium-term loans to groups of fishermen for boats, 
engines, cold boxes and related equipment. 


The statement pointed out that most of the credit will be 
in kind, including 110 fishing boats, and will be chan- 
nelled through formal and informal co-operatives. 
“One of the important objectives of the project is to 
rejuvenate more than 1,350 registered co-operative soci- 
eties, three quarters of which have been dormant because 
of lack of capital, technical support and staff training,” 
the statement stated. 


Women will be a special target group, the statement said, 
adding that they will, apart from being eligible for credit 
to set up income- generating activities, also receive 
instruction and training in agricultural production, small 
rural enterprises and nutrition. 


“A co-operative education centre will teach women 
business management, bookkeeping, leadership skills 
and co-operative principles,” the statement said, adding 
that there will be two training centres and a network of 
village-level vocational training units for this. 


The project—the Fund's third in Tanzania—though the 
first in Zanzibar is aimed at improving the nutritional 
standards and income of the people on the islands and to 
reduce the Isies’ dependence on imported foods which 
were bought w.th hard-earned foreign exchange from 
clove exports. 


* Productivity Increase of 1.3 Percent Reported 
34000149A Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
18 Oct 89 pi 


[Article by John Waluye] 


[Text] The National Productivity Council (NPC) has 
said many sectors of the economy, except the mining and 
financial service sectors, have recorded increased pro- 
ductivity. 

A report by the Council, made available to the DAILY 
NEWS in Dar es Salaam yesterday, said productivity in 
the country increased by 1.3 percent from 1,186/- per 
head in 1987 to 1,201 per head last year. 


It pointed out thay the ansual per capita gross domestic 
product (GDP) increased by 37.1 percent to 12,076/- last 
year from 8,81 1/- in 1987. 


In 1987, the GDP increased by only 31.2 percent. 
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The report, tabled at the NPC one-day conference dis- 
cussing the council’s annual report and assessing its 
operations since 1981, said real productivity in _ 
scale agriculture was estimated to have increased by 4. 
percent from 20,589/- per employee in 1987 to 21 yond 
per employee in 1988. 


“Productivity growth in this sub.ector is estimated to 


have grown by an annual average rate of 7.2 percent 
from 1980 to 1988,” the report said. 


In the overall agricultural sector, the report said, produc- 
tivity is estimated to have grown by 4.8 percent last year 
compared to 4.4 percent in the previous year. 


The sector, however, continues, to be impeded by weak- 
nesses in markcting, transportation, storage, processing, 
financing and managing, the report noted, adding that if 
the agricultural productivity was to be sustained, these 
essential functions must be in place. 


It explained that the manufacturing and handicraits 
sectors productivity grew by 4.7 percent from 16,700/- 
per employee in 1987 to 17,496/- per employee last year. 
Productivity in this sector grew by 3.5 percent in 1987. 


Productivity in the electricity and water sector is esti- 
mated to have increased from 18,185/- per employee in 
1987 to 18,543/- per employee in 1988, recording a 2.0 
percent increase, the report stated. 


In the large scale construction sector, productivity 
increased by an estimated 7.1 percent to 28,599/- per 
employee last year from 26,696/- per employee in 1987, 
it said. 

The report, however, noted that productivity in the 
mining sector declined by 8.4 nercent from 26,512/- per 
employee in 1987 to 24,274/- per employee in 1988, 
reversing the 6.9 percent growth recorded in 1987. The 
sector’s productivity index fell from 82.8 in 1987 to 75.8 
last year, it added. 


Another sector whose productivity decreased las‘ year is 
the financial service sector. It dropped by 0.2 rercent 
from 171,517/- per worker in 1987 to 171,101/- per 
worker in 1988. 


On the national income, the report said the real Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) is estimated to have increased 
by 4.1 percent to 27,039m/- last year from 25,972m/- in 
1987. 


“In current prices, the GDP is estimated to have 
increased from 120,941m/- in 1987 to 178,267m/- in 
1988 which represents a growth rate of 47.4 percert,” the 
report pointed out. 


Today the conference will start a two-day workshop on 
productivity. Several papers are expected to be presented 
by participan’s mostly chief executives of institutions. 


* Savimbi’s Plans for Negotiations Viewed 


90EF0041B Lisbon SABADO in Portuguese 
14 Oct 89 p 94 


[Article by Handel de Oliveira] 


[Text] With full powers to negotiate peace, UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
President Jonas Savimbi wants direct negotiations with 
the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola], Portugal as the mediator, and free elections. 


In UNITA’s congress that took place in 
Jamba, 4,500 delegates from the movement participated, 
giving Savimbi a “blank check” to negotiate peace in 
Angola. Of the various foreign delegations attending the 
meeting as observers, the Portuguese was the most 
numerous and included representatives from the three 
political parties—the CDS [Social Democratic Center 
Party], the PSD [Social Democratic Party] and the PRD 
[Democratic Renewal Party}—which was the first time 
for the latter two. The FS [Socialist Party} was not 
officially represented, but Socialist Joao Soares atter7~4 
in a private capacity, as did Commander Hovis: © 
Gouveia, Naval Assistant to the President,and ad . 
Heitor Almeida. The congress had as a fur * uenta’ 
objective the elaboration and approval of a p: Ue 
for Angola, to respond to that elaborated by the i: 
and approved, at the meeting in Harare on 18 Sep- 
tember, by a group of 8 African countries: Angola 
(MPLA), Gabon, Zambia, Zaire, Zimbabwe, Sao Tome e 
Principe, Cabo Verde, and Congo-Brazzaville. 


Five-Point Plan 


The plan that UNITA has now approved is comprised of 
five main points and was passed by 3,056 votes in favor, 
15 abstentions, and | vote against. It was proposed that 
direct conversations with the MPLA occur before 
agreeing to a cease-fire, to avoid the probiems that arose 
after the Gbadolite meeting where it was not specified, 
for example, whether the supply of troops from the 
combat front was or was not a violation of the cease-fire. 


It was then proposed that the cease-fire between the two 
parties be accompanied by the freeing of political pris- 
oners, under the supervision of the International Red 
Cross. And that 3 months after the cease-fire, an African 
military body, with representatives of countries friendly 
to both sides in the conflict, could enier Angola with the 
power to supervise adherence to the truce. 


The third point of the UNITA peace proposal is the 
constitution of a government of national unity and 
transition 9 months after the cease-fire, which would 
have responsibility for establishing 2 process of reconcil- 
iation within a 5-month period. The revision of the 
current constitution will be one of the priorities of the 
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transition government Finally, the last point of the 
proposal is the undertaking of free and democratic 
elections. 


Despite demanding direct conversations with the 
MPLA, UNITA continues to call for the presence of 
mediators. Savimbi even stated that certain African 
countries should send observers to control the cease-fire, 
but he emphasized that Portugal also should be among 
them and have ap <ctive role in that regard, given that it 
is the one couni/ry in the world that best knows Angola 
from a military and geographic standpoint. 


Observers feel that little has been advanced with this 
proposal, which will be rejected by the Government of 
Luanda, and that everything will evolve only after the 
visits of Jonas Savimbi, Loy Van Dunem (Angolan 
Minister of Foreign Relations) and Zairian President 
Mobuto to Washington and New York very soon. Mean- 
while, Savimbi, who a few days ago unexpectedly visited 
Morocco to consult with his friend Hassan II, will travel 
from the United States to England this same year, as well 
as Brazil, at the invitation of President Jose Sarney, who 
wants to bring together in his country in November the 
heads of state of the five Portuguese-speaking African 
countries. The objective is to solidify the International 
Institute of the Portuguese Language. The UNITA pres- 
ident will also visit Portugal, most probably in January. 


* Country To Purchase Eleven Warships Frem 
Spain 


34000194 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
26 Oct 89 p 18 


[Text] London. Angola is to buy up to 11 warships ftom 
Spain, boosting its obsolete and bacily run-down navy dy 
nearly 50 percent and marking a further stage in its 
movement away from the Eastern Bloc countries while 
turning to the West for assistance. 


The latest edition of Janes Defence Weekly in London 
reports that the deal tc buy the warships, mostly fast 
coastal patrol vessels, from the Spanish shipyard, Bazan, 
is to go ahead after months of negotiations between the 
two countries. 


According to authoritative statistics in the London- 
based International Institute of Strategic Studies’ Mili- 
tary Balance 1988/89, such a deal would substantially 
boost Angola's naval firepower, as it only has 24 “patrol 
anc coastal combatant” vessels at this stage. 


A‘l the current vessels were supplied by the Soviet Union 
and the decision to buy the warships from a Western 
country indicates a forced change in Angola's armament 
policy brought about partly by its crippling US$i,5 
billion debt to Russia, mostly for armaments. 


Another facter in the switchover is the gradual with- 
drawal of Cuban and Soviet technicians, trained to 
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maintain some of the high-tech weapons systems— 
however obsolete—and the inability of Angolan per- 
sonnel to take over. 


An IISS naval affairs expert, Mr James McCoy, said in 
London yesterday that news of Angola buying warships 
from the West now was significant, but came as no 
surprise as it was a logical consequence of developments 
in the region. 


“Firstly, much of the naval equipment is obsolete if not 
downright ancient, but if you’re in hock to the Russians 
to the tune of $1,5 billion, you’re not likely to get any 
more arms from them.” 


Angola has six missile craft, built in the early 80s and 
five torpedo craft dating back to the early 60s, as its main 
naval firepower. 


“The missile craft might not be that old yet, but these 
and the torpedo craft need a high level of sophisticated 
maintenance and it’s quite likely nobody knows what 
exactly will happen should it be decided to fire one of 
them off,” Mr McCoy said.—Sapa. 


* Youth Training Program Signed With Portugal 


90EF0041A Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 21 Oct 89 p 5 


(Text] Portugal anticipates providing scholarships for 
training young officials in Angola over the next 6 
months, under the cooperative activities program of the 
agreement signed by the Ministers of Youth of the 
Luanda and Lisbon Governments, Marcelino Moco and 
Couto dos Santos. 


The document, which covers various areas and seeks to 
deepen the knowledge of the reality, culture, and tradi- 
tions of the two countries, also anticipates building two 
pilot computer centers in Angola, with Portugal also 
providing the equipment and necessary assistance for 
constructing the two youth information centers. 


After signing the agreement, Couto dos Santos said that 
this “‘marks a turning point in the relationship between 
the two countries, because it is directed to youth, to the 
two generations who do not know each other,”’ while the 
Angolan minister emphasized that it was “‘a sure form of 
contributing to the development of relations between the 
youth” of Portugal and Angola. 


Marcelino Moco afterwards invited Couto dos Santos to 
visit his country. 


* Minister Calls for Portuguese Investment 


9O0EF0041C Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 17 Oct 89 p 5 


[Article by Encarnacao Viegas] 


[Text] The need to show the Portuguese that “they are 
not unwelcome in Angola” was emphasized by the 
Minister of Fisheries of that country, in an interview 
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with DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. “If that were truly com- 
munica.ed in Portugal, certainly peop!2: would believe 
it,” he added. 


However, Ramos da Cruz continues to emphasize that in 
Portugal as well as in his country there are those who 
work against the achievement of that reality. “Whether it 
be the media or persons less inierested in our relations, 
they have tried to create artifices to separate us,”’ says the 
minister. And without hiding the fact that “Angola is no 
bed of roses,” he adds, “‘a country that progresses toward 
development, that has 13 years of independence and 
many years of war always has problems to resolve.” 


All these questions, however, do not negate the fact that, 
as Ramos da Cruz stated, Angolans “have an affection 
for the Portuguese people, because they were, in fact, 
together for 500 years of life, despite the political aspects 
and the options that Portugal had,” primarily in the area 
of colonization. But there are “ties of friendship” and 
culture that connect the two peoples. As a result, today 
the “‘population feels that Portugal could return and the 
Angolan Government would never put any obstacle in its 
path.” There is, as the Minister of Fisheries states, ‘a 
deep tie between the Portuguese and Angolan peoples,” 
that, he adds, assumes preferential characteristics in 
some areas, primarily in the training of cadres: 


“For us it is much more productive that training be 
carried out in the Portuguese language. In the transfer of 
know-how, for example, Portugal has some advantages 
because, speaking the same language, they communicate 
much more rapidly and there is much greater assimila- 
tion on the part of the Angolans.” 


To the journalist almost always falls the role of skeptic. 
As a result, there is a questioning of the minister’s 
hypothesis, by those who say that the desire for Portu- 
gal’s return corresponds to the failure of other ex. 2ri- 
ences at which they were absent. Ramos da Cruz dis- 
claims that interpretation, however. “Angola,” he says, 
“opted for socialism, but in the socialist world there have 
been profound changes.” The countries “‘are correcting 
some errors committed in a process that is 60 years old 
and Angola could not help but follow that situation. The 
errors committed in the management of our economy 
were detected at our latest congress,” the minister 
emphasized, remembering that that body “outlined 
pragmatic blueprints for economic development” in the 
sense of “overcoming certain questions” relating to 
business administration, with “greater autonomy in the 
economic sector, greater responsibility accruing to the 
cadres and the creation of better conditions for work- 
ers.” 


The New Line 


It was within that spirit (of the “new line of political 
economy” that the RPA outlined through the Economic 
and Financial Health Program), in which “greater 
freedom is given to the Angolan businessman, with the 
government merely outlining the broad strokes of devel- 
opment,” that the cooperation process was developed 
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that began in the fishing sector and within which the visit 
to Angola of the Portuguese secretary of state for that 
sector occurred. The new conditions, created in the new 
political environment, permit Angolan businessmen, in 
effect, to more closely approximate their international 
counterparts in the constitution of mixed enterprises and 
other forms of cooperation, which were already an 
important topic in the documents signed by Jorge God- 
inho in Luanda. “I think that there are areas in which 
businessmen could benefit from the opportunities that 
the Angolan Government is giving to foreign invest- 
ment. And I believe that some mixed enterprises will be 
created, or even foreign enterprises located in Angola, 
under beneficial terms for the RPA and, as a conse- 
quence, for the Portuguese businessman,” the minister 
said. 

However, the legal instruments for the development of 
this process are late. That is, at least, one of the reserva- 
tions expressed on the part of the Portuguese. But Ramos 
da Cruz guarantees that regulation of the Foreign Invest- 
ment Law should be “almost ready.” Structures had to 
be created, he explains, but “that will not prevent us 
from effectively taking the first steps.” 


The minister also adds that Portuguese groups “have 
already presented very concrete proposals,” and as soon 
as the businessmen from the two countries “come to an 
agreement” the proposals can be executed, independent 
of contacts with the Foreign Investment Cabinet and 
presentation of the proposals to the Council of Ministers 
for approval.“ 


Other limitations continue, however, whether it be 
interest rates or the size of the projects. Ramos da Cruz 
clarifies, however, that ““when a program for a specific 
area is approved, the other sectors should prepare them- 
selves to follow that development.” Therefore, an inter- 
ministerial commission was created, comprising author- 
ities from the manufacturing, economic, and social 
sectors, “that functions with regularity.” There is a chain 
of actions, emphasizes the minister, recognizing that, 
“due to the country’s current situation, there are diffi- 
culties that have to be resolved in a very dynamic 
manner.” 


With or Without Savimbi 


It is a widespread idea that the key to practically all the 
problems resides, overall, in the peace that “Angola 
wants,” as Ramos da Cruz pointed out. “The Angolan 
Government has already manifested its interest in peace, 
but we want an honorable peace. After many years of 
sacrifice we are not going to have a rotten peace, made 
just any old way. The blueprint that the Angolan Gov- 
ernment has presented has been put on the table. If the 
other countries want Angolans to resolve their problems, 
without outside interference, those questions must be 
resolved,” adds the minister of fisheries, pointing out, on 
ending the dialogue, that we “are all prepared for peace. 
If there is honesty, peace will be achieved, whatever it 
may cost, with or without Savimbi,” he stated. 
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Manritius 


* Boolell on Retirement Plans; PT in 1992 


90EF0049A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
2 Nov 89 pp I, 12 


{Interview with Sir Satcam Boolell, head of the Labor 
Party [PT], by Jacques David: “SSB Preparing His 
Retirement From Politics in 1992”; date and place not 
given; passages enclosed in slantlines published in 


English] 


[Text] Sir Satcam Boolell, head of the PT, has spoken 
openly for the first time about the possibility of retiring 
between now and the 1992 general elections. At the same 
time he said we can expect great changes in the PT, 
which is going to give the party’s “‘young tigers” a bigger 
role between now and the time of the reds’ next congress. 


Asked about changes now under way in preparation for 
parliament’s resumption on 7 November, the Labor 
leader preferred to talk about upcoming changes within 
his own party. “Many young people are beating down the 
doors to get into the PT, but there is not enough room to 
give everyone leadership positions in the party. We want 
new arrivals and we welcome them. Moreover, when it 
comes time to prepare the list for the next elections, we 
want to be proud of the candidates we present to the 
voters.” 


{LE MAURICIEN] Sir Satcam, you have always 
dreamed of seeing young people like Arvind Boolell, 
Navin Ramgoolam or Xavier Duval get involved in 
Mauritian politics. What are your thoughts on that now? 


[Boolell] Let’s take the case of Xavier. He is a very good 
fellow; he can be very useful. Nuvin [as published] 
Ramgoolam—with whom we had been in contact all 
along and with whom we spoke recently—is another 
extremely valuable fellow. He has taken time out to 
reflect dispassionately on things. He is very competent 
and has good intentions. He will be coming back to us 
very soon. We have to prepare the young people to carry 
on the fight. 


[LE MAURICIEN] So you expect big changes in the PT 
in the short term? 


[Boolell] Between now and next year there will be lots of 
changes. 


{LE MAURICIEN] Are you going to make room for the 
young people? 


[Booleli] Yes, I am of the opinion that we must make 
more room for young people. Some people may not want 
to make room for them, but we are going to have to 
change their minds and make them understand at our 
next congress. We are going to have major changes: the 
young people are going to play a very important role, and 
they will occupy key positions. 
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{LE MAURICIEN] And what about you, Sir Satcam, co 
you see yourself remaining as head of the PT for a long 
time to come? 


{Booleil] I think that if conditions pernit I will retire by 
1992, and if the country and the party still need my 
services, naturally I will still be available. Personally, I 
will be glad to retire, for after all these years don’t forget 
that I have been around in politics and in parliament 
almost longer than anyone else. It is only natural that 
everyone hopes to retire at some point. 


{LE MAURICIEN] To hear you talk, you are hoping to 
take a “well-earned rest”? 


{Boolell] Yes, naturally, but I would still be in the “ready 
reserves.” You know, in politics you can never do what 
you want. There are all sorts of pressures, conditions, 
and circumstances. Many factors can prevent you from 
taking the decision you would have preferred. But if 
everything falls into place between now and 1992, I will 
step aside to make room for others. 


[LE MAURICIEN] There has been talk for a long time 
about Navin Ramgoolam’s political comeback. What 
role do you think he will be called on to play in the PT? 


{Boolell] Nuvin enjoys enormous /goodwill/. Besides, the 
name of Ramgoolam is an important one in our history, 
and Navin is still really a young man. No one can say 
anything against him: he is intelligent and he was 
brought up in a political ambiance, a political family. 
Navin is a very openminded and generous soul. He is not 
a narrowminded boy. His entrance into politics will be 
an enormous contribution. 


[LE MAURICIEN] There has been a lot of speculation 
about the meeting between the secretary general of the 
MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement], Mr Paul 
Berenger, SAJ [Sir Anerood Jugnauth] and yourself. 
What was the purpose of those contacts? 


[Boolell] That is a simple question. Paul Berenger, as the 
spokesman of the MMM, conveyed his concern about 
the South African question. When it comes to issues of 
national concern, we have no objection to discussions 
between the government and opposition in an effort to 
reach an agreed position. It is a very good thing that we 
can coordinate our ideas and views at the international 
level. All the parties are in agreement on this subject. 
That was the reason why Mr Berenger agreed to meet 
with me after the meeting with the head of government. 


Before that the De Klerk/ANC [African National Con- 
gress] question was being discussed, and that was when 
we said that if Pretoria ever agreed to hold talks with the 
South African opposition parties, we would offer Mau- 
ritius as a meeting site. 


[LE MAURICIEN] Do you think there will be other 
meetings of this type in the future? 


[Boolell] Within ihe PT we have no objection, especially 
when it comes to issues of general interest. We have 
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absolutely no objection to that. On the contrary. Whether 
it is a domestic or external issue, the decision should be 
one on which both government and opposition agree. 


[LE MAURICIEN] Sir Satcam, you have often said that 
you favored a coalition uniting all people of “good will”; 
are you still in favor of a government of national unity? 


[Boolell] When I said that, I did not necessarily mean that 
everyone should be in the government. In my view we can 
all agree on the major issues, the national and international 
problems. For example, we can reach a consensus about 
development policy, economic problems. Take the 
problem of inflation: that concerns everybody. Let us 
assume, further, that another government takes power 
tomorrow. I do not think that this new government will 
really want to accept responsibility for the legacy of chaos 
it will have helped to create. The MMM has shown it is not 
opposed to the current development philosophy. It may 
have a few minor problems with it, and I think it is quite 
natural that it should play its role as the opposition, but all 
the same, when it comes to the important questions, we 
must be able to sit down and share our ideas so the country 
can move forward. 


{LE MAURICIEN] What can you say about the overall 
political situation? 


[Boolell] So far I have not run into anything that has 
brought us into disagreement with our partner in the 
Alliance. But if anyone is trying to sow discord between 
the PT and the MSM [Mauritius Socialist Movement], I 
wonder whether it is really someone inside the Alliance... 


{LE MAURICIEN] Sir Satcam, do you mean it is not 
necessarily people in the opposition? 


[Boolell] ... Yes, I tell you it is people inside the govern- 
ment itself. 


You know, politics is a heartless business. We must be 
vigilant because there are some people who are out to 
undercut the PT/MSM Alliance. They will do anything to 
sow division. But to those people I say: someday you will 
be sorry. Sir Anerood Jugnauth and I must put our heads 
together to solve this problem. I have confidence in Sir 
Anerood as he has confidence in me. But I must also say 
that politics is not easy. 


I know that whenever there is an election there must be 
a lot of /give and take/. The PT and the MSM have so far 
been forced to work together. I see no reason why we 
should not be able to reach common ground with regard 
to future elections. 


* Jugnauth on Diego Garcia, South Africa Trade 
90EF0039C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
20 Oct 89 p 1 


[Article by Jean-Marc Poche] 


[Text] Retrocession of the Chagos Islands archipelago, 
condemnation of the apartheid policy, and the debts of 
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the PVD (developing countries) were the main themes 
addressed in the speech given yesterday by the prime 
minister of Mauritius, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, at the 
conference of Commonwealth chiefs of state and prime 
ministers. 

For the second time this year, the prime minister made a 
loud and clear appeal for the reestablishment of Mauri- 
tian sovereignty over the Chagos Islands archipelago, 
and he urged the Commonwealth, of which Great Britain 
is a part, to support the claims of the island of Mauritius 
in this connection. The first time he voiced these con- 
cerns this year was at the conference of nonaligned 


nations in Belgrade. 


Sir Anerood Jugnauth, who demanded the return of 
Diego Garcia “as soon as practically possible,” empha- 
sized that the international situation is currently moving 
toward detente. By way of evidence, he mentioned the 
rapprochement occurring between the two superpowers. 


He recalled that the Chagos Islands archipelago was 
separated from the territory of Mauritius in violation of 
the principles of the United Nations. 


On the subject of South Africa, the prime minister 
categorically rejected the charges claiming that Mauri- 
tius practices “sanction busting.” 


He explained that the policy of his government has 
always been to reduce our dependence on South Africa 
as much as possible. It is within this context that it has 
encouraged trade relations with the Commonwealth 
nations, including Australia and the member countries 
of the Preferential Trade Area. Moreover, he went on to 
say, South African investments in Mauritius come to less 
than | percent of the total. 


The prime minister also went into detail on the problem 
of the substantial debt affecting the Third World coun- 
tries. 


He expressed the belief that one of the ways of dealing 
with this problem is to use foreign aid, as well as credit 
lines, in judicious fashion. He described the difficult 
situation in which the island of Mauritius found itself 
earlier, while today, it plans to repay its foreign debts 
before they fall due. 


The situation of Fiji was mentioned. Our prime minister 
condemned what he called the “puppet constitution,” 
and he expressed the hope that the rights of all will be 


respected. 


In conclusion, the prime minister voiced his confidence 
in the Westminster model, which is, he said, the best 
parliamentary system. He referred to what is happening 
in the Soviet Union and in Eastern Europe. In his view, 
Mr Gorbachev deserves the support of everyone. “If 
communist thinking is outdated today, this does not 
mean that it is a total failure, in that it served as a point 
of support for the decolonization of a large number of 
countries,” he said. 
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Sir Anerood Jugnauth spoke twice yesterday. He had 
occasion to deliver a message of welcome to Pakistan, 
which has rejoined the Commonwealth, and he hailed 
the efforts made by Benazir Bhutto to bring democracy 
to that country. 


In addition, the prime minister lunched with Queen 
Elizabeth, together with Bhutto and the prime minister 
of Barbados, Dr Lloyd Sandiford. 


* New Armored Car Arrives for Jugnauth 


90EF0039A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
2 Oct 89 p7 


[Article by H. Chundunsing] 


[Text] The armored BMW ordered for the prime min- 
ister, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, arrived on Friday evening. 
It has been delivered to the Leal garage for predelivery 
inspection. 

It was in the wake of two frustrated attacks on the prime 
minister that those responsible for his safety made the 
decision that he shouid travel in an armored vehicle. The 
new BMW, we have learned, is an exact copy of that 
currently available for the use of Sir Anerood, except for 
the bullet-proof windows and the fully armored carriage 
work. Inspector Bissessur of the National Intelligence 
Unit will be responsible for the maintenance of the new 
vehicle. 


The prime minister’s armored BMW should be on the 
road in the cours. of next week at the latest. It is not yet 
known if the prime minister will choose to use the same 
license plate as before. 


* Unification of ‘Leftist’ Parties Proposed 
90EF0039D Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
21 Oct 89 p 4 


{Article by H. Marimootoo] 


[Text] Yesterday morning the Workers’ Militant Orga- 
nization (OMT) and its twin organization, the National 
Anti-Sufferance Front (FNAS), formally proposed that 
both organizations, as well as the Lalit [Marxist- 
Leninist] Party and the Progressive Militant Force 
(FMP), be dissolved, to make possible the creation of a 
large mass party that would channel all of the energy and 
the good will of the “true left wing” to the benefit of the 
oppressed strata of society in Mauritius. 


The OMT/FNAS proposal, which was unanimously 
approved by the base level militants, is a part of a 
campaign undertaken by the left wing. This initiative 
was launched on the basis of a realization on the state 
level that the OMT/FNAS, Lalit, and the new leftist 
group known as the FMP [expansion unknown] have the 
same goals, to wit, the overthrow of the system of 
capitalist exploitation and the establishment of a real 
socialist alternative. 
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The OMT/FNAS states that it is determined to set aside 
all of the fanaticism and sectarianism that have previ- 
ously blocked any united leftist project. 


The team of OMT/FNAS leaders descended on Port 
Louis in force yesterday morning to set forth their unity 
plan for the left wing. The three spokespersons were Mrs 
Nicole Alette-Lemince, Paul Erwin Manon, and Dev 
Ramano. “Solange will take your ration card” was the 
OMT/FNAS response during the 1987 general elections 
to those who were praising the economic success of the 
country at that time. 


The party showed its capacity for rejoinder again in 
describing the actions of the parties of the true left at 
present. Their activities, according to the OMT/FNAS, 
are too much limited to the strategies for the battlefronts 
of daily life, although all of the parties of the true left are 
in fact working toward the same goals. According to Mr 
Dev Ramano, the situational fronts that are established 
to combat the political decisions affecting the neglected 
strata of our society are suggestive of a soccer team on 
which the players train separately, each in his own 
corner, using individual resources, and appear as a team 
only on the day of the match. According to the OMT/ 
FNAS, such a team, then, lacks any group strategy or 
cohesion, and is inevitably limited in its actions. What is 
needed is a single organization waging a struggle on the 
basis of a single program, with a single strategy and a 
single organizational staff. According to the OMT/ 
FNAS, the establishment of a single iarge party is pos- 
sible for the “true left wing,” if all of the militants who 
are discouraged by the collapse of the 60-0 government 
try to move beyond their passions and their weakness, 
which lead them to manufacture preconceived opinions 
about others in the same family, and if each individual 
can rise above his mistrust and invest all of the faith and 
the love that motivate the revolutionary in the struggle 
for unity. 


Downward Economic Shift 


According to the OMT/FNAS, the economic and polit- 
ical situation in the country makes it objectively neces- 
sary for the parties of the “true left” to work together if 
they do not want energy to be wasted. 


According to Mr Paul Manon, it is the comfortably 
situated classes, the capitalist class in particular, which 
in the logic of the system, benefit most generously from 
the fruits of economic recovery, with the process of 
industrialization on which the island of Mauritius has 
been embarked for several years now. 


The OMT/FNAS asserts that the consequences of the 
Chesworth report and the PRB [expansion unknown] 
further widened the gap between the rich and the poor. It 
is a fact, according to the OMT/FNAS, that the cream of 
the middle class had never before been so inundated 
with privilege (large salaries, tax-exempt late-model 
vehicles, and other benefits). Again according to the 
OMT/FNAS, for the intermediary classes (nurses, 
teachers, minor office employees, etc.), “There is a 
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continuing downward trend due to the blows dealt by 
various budgets, increases in the CPI, the repayment of 
household debts, servicing, tax schedules, and other 
fiscal restraints,” despite Chesworth and the PRB. The 
OMT/FNAS asserts that the barrier existing between the 
broad range of intermediary classes and the working 
classes is tending to disappear. 


The OMT/FNAS is also of the opinion that enormous 
and incalculable psychological damage has been done to 
the oppressed Mauritian masses “following the shameful 
betrayal of the 60-0 victory.” “After 15 years of bitter 
struggle, the mainspring of the masses broke, resulting in 
demoralization, disorientation, and a decline in class 
awareness.”” The OMT/FNAS recognizes that the 
oppressed masses have lost confidence in politics, and 
are hesitant to participate again. The ideological blud- 
geoning of the liberal movement has contributed to the 
passivity of these masses, while “‘an entire arsenal of fear 
has been created with the criminal code, the IRA [Indus- 
trial Relations Act}, and the POA [Public Order Act], for 
the purpose of paralyzing them.”” The OMT/FNAS 
observes a resurgence of fascism, a glorification of the 
Army, and the Balkanization of the population, and so, 
in its opinion, the oppressed strata need unity more than 
ever. The OMT/FNAS notes that there is a readiness for 
unity in the Progressive Militant Force and the Lalit 
Party. The movement toward unity on the left is occur- 
ring worldwide, according to the OMT/FNAS, as evi- 
denced by the mergers of numerous mass parties in 
Mexico, Colombia, Brazil, France, El Salvador, and 
Panama. 


Yesterday the OMT/FNAS voiced its conviction that if 
joined together in a single organization, the OMT/ 
FNAS, Lalit, and FMP can put dynamism back into the 
militant trade-union struggle and political action. 
Uniting, in the opinion of the OMT/FNAS, will mean 
winning a battle while awaiting the winning of the war 
against capitalism itself. 


* ‘Impressive’ Turnout at MMM Party Congress 


* Foreign Participants Listed 


90EF0040A Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT 
in French 24 Sep 89 p 2 


[Text] There will be impressive foreign representation at 
the anniversary congress of the MMM [Mauritian Mili- 
tant Movement] to be held from 29 September to | 
October. Leading personalities representing various 
political organizations and liberation movements have 
confirmed that they will attend. These individuals 
include the number-two man in the SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization], Mr Hidipo 
Hamutenya; Mozambican Minister of Interior Manuel 
Jorge Antonio; and the minister of education of the 
Seychelles, Mrs Simone Testa. The PT [Labor Party] of 
the Fiji Islands will send a legal representative, in the 
person of Mr Jasvant Patel, while the ANC [African 
National Congress] will be represented by two delegates. 
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The SWAPO has decided to send a leading personality as 
its representative. He is the information secretary, Mr 
Hidipo Hamutenya, who is a personal friend of the 
secretary general of the MMM, Mr Paul Berenger. Mr 
Harautenya has just returned to Namibia, accompanied 
by Mr Hage Geingob, the SWAPO campaign manager. 
The two leaders are in charge of the electoral campaign 
of the movement for the liberation of !‘amibia. Fol- 
lowing the MMM congress, Mr Hamutenya will travel to 
the Seychelles before returning to his home country to 
conclude the electoral campaign for the general elections 
scheduled for the first week of November. 


Two ministers will also attend the anniversary congress. 
The first is Mozambican Minister of Interior Manuel 
Jorge Antonio, who is a member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the FRELIMO [Mozambique Liberation 
Front]. He will arrive in Mauritius on 28 September. The 
second, who comes to us from the Seychelles, is Mrs 
Simone Testa, the national minister of education. She is 
a member of the Seychelles People’s Progressive Front 
(SPPF). 


The Labor Party of Fiji has also definitely confirmed 
that it will participate in the anniversary congress of the 
MMM. It will be represented by a lawyer, Mr Jasvant 
Patel. The ANC, for its part, has decided to send two 
representatives, one from the headquarters in Lusaka, 
Mr James Steward, while the other is the permanent 
representative of the ANC in Madagascar, Mrs Nittah 
Seperepere. The Mass Democratic Movement (MDM), 
of which a number of organizations opposed to apart- 
heid in South Africa, including the United Democratic 
Front (UDF), are members, will be represented by Mr 
Cassim Saloojee, president of the Transvaal Indian Con- 
gress, which is also one of the MDM member organiza- 
tions. Mr Cassim Saloojee recently headed an MDM 
delegation that met with Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. The Democratic Party of South Africa, which 
elected 33 deputies during the most recent legislative 
elections in that country, will send Jasper Walsh, deputy 
for Cape Town, to the congress. Mr Walsh is also the 
finance spokesman for the Democratic Party in the 
South African Parliament. 


Another confirmation was received by the MMM offi- 
cials yesterday, concerning the participation of the 
Socialist Party of Senegal. It will be represented by Mr 
P.A. Dieng, who will arrive in Mauritius on 26 Sep- 
tember. The FRETILIN [Revolutionary Front for East 
Timor Independence (Indonesia)] in East Timor will 
send its foreign relations official, Mr Jose Luis Guterres. 
It has also been announced that the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front has designated Mr Jewal Ahmed 
Ibrahim to attend the MMM congress, while the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front has not yet confirmed the 
name of its representative. 


Apart from Mrs Simone Testa, from the Seychelles, 
delegates from the Indian Ocean region will include Mr 
Elie Hoareau, representing the Communist Party of 
Reunion, which has just won the municipal election in St 
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Pierre. The socialists from Reunion, who will be 
included in the French Socialist Party delegation, will 
include Mr Gilbert Annette, the mayor of St Denis, 
among others. With regard to the Comoro Islands, the 
UNDC [expansion unknown], the opposition party that 
supports Mr Mohamed Taki, the former speaker of the 
parliament in the Comoros, will be represented by its 
secretary general, Mr Mohamed Mogni Aziri. On the 
other hand, Mr Ali Mroudjae, former prime minister of 
the Comoros, who was in Mauritius in transit this week, 
was unable to confirm whether he will be able leave the 
Comoros again to attend the MMM congress. 


The Western Sahara Polisario Front will also be repre- 
sented at the congress by Mr Waw A. Haiba, a member 
of its foreign relations committee. The EDF-ERO 
{expansion unknown] movement in Sri Lanka will be 
represented by two delegates, including a deputy. 


* Delegates Share Concerns 


90EFO040B Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
2 Oct 89 p 4 


[Article by Jean-Marc Poche: “South Africa Central 
Theme of Speeches”) 


{Text] The emphasis placed on southern Africa and the 
messages delivered by the foreign delegates were among 
the leading features of the Saturday session of the 
anniversary congress of the MMM [Mauritian Militant 
Movement], at which Mr Paul Berenger presided. This 
made it possible for the delegates present to familiarize 
themselves with some of the major current problems, not 
only of southern Africa, but the African Horn, the 
Comoros, and Fiji, among other countries, 2s well. This 
session was also marked by a number of important 
“firsts,” since it was (1) the first time that representatives 
of the African National Congress [ANC], the Mass 
Democratic Movement, and the Democratic Party, 
which are combating the regime in Pretoria both within 
and outside of South Africa, have appeared on the same 
dais; (2) the first time that the parties that oppose the 
regime in the Comoros have come together; and (3) the 
first assemblage of the representatives of all of the 
populated regions of Mauritius. Not to mention the fact 
that this was the first time that the Creole language was 
used at an international forum in Mauritius, not by the 
Mauritians alone, but also by the representative of the 
Seychelles, Mr McGreper, and the representative of the 
Communist Party of Reunion, Mr Elie Hoareau. 


This last portion of the anniversary congress began with 
a moment of silence, requested by Mr Paul Berenger, to 
honor the Namibian leader Libowsky, who was assassi- 
nated a few weeks ago as he was returning to Namibia. 
By way of introduction, Mr Berenger stressed the vast 
potential represented by this region, which was at a 
turning point in its history. But, he stated, nothing has 
been won as yet. He emphasized the need to maintain 
constant pressure on the regime in Pretoria. “We are 
opposed to any kind of reform of apartheid, and we are 
unanimous in our total support of the dismantling of this 
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policy.” He went on to say that “the MMM is proud of 
the fact that the first thing it did after it came to power 
in 1982 was to recognize the ANC. We are equally proud 
that for the first time, representatives of the three leading 
parties which oppose the regime in South Africa, as well 
as those of the FRELIMO [Mozamibque Liberation 
Front] in Mozambique and the MPLA [Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola] in Angola, have come 
together on the same platform. Unfortunately, the rep- 
resentatives of the SWAPO [South-West African Peo- 
ple’s Organization], to which we have given our full 
support, were unable to be here.” 


Mrs Seperepere, representing the ANC, thanked the 
MMM for the moral support it has always provided to 
the struggle being waged by the ANC. She emphasized 
that while there is a beginning of change in the policy of 
the South African regime, it is not because the white 
minority has changed, but is, above all, thanks to the 
pressure exerted from abroad by certain countries and 
the struggle waged by the liberation movements within 
and outside of South Africa. She noted that Mr De Klerk 
has again resisted revoking the state of emergency, the 
release of Nelson Mandela, and the introduction of the 
“one-man, one-vote” electoral system. Mrs Seperepere 
stated, for the benefit of those who have hoped negotia- 
tions would be launched for the purpose of achieving a 
peaceful settlement in South Africa, that no negotiations 
can be possible without the release of all the political 
prisoners, withuut the lifting of the state of emergency, 
unless apartheid is removed from all of the laws of the 
regime, and unless the police forces are withdrawn from 
the townships. In conclusion, she appealed for continued 
economic pressure on South Africa until such time as a 
nonracist and democratic society is inaugurated. 


Continued Pressure Urged 


Mr Cassim Saloojee also emphasized that it is the 
pressure being exerted domestically and from abroad 
that has forced the South African leaders to speak of 
negotiations. “We are going to be free ourselves now,” he 
stated. He noted that “demonstrations are being orga- 
nized every day to challenge the South African regime. 
Thousands of individuals march on Johannesburg every 
day. In our minds and hearts, we are already free. We are 
on the way to liberation. How long that will take will 
depend on the ruler.” He, too, appealed for increasing 
isolation of the South African regime. 


Jasper Walsh of the Democratic Party, for his part, 
emphasized the antidemocratic nature of the South 
African regime, to the point that the militants in the 
majority have been forced into exile. He explained that 
the number of his party’s deputies increased from 19 to 
33 during the last election. The basic role of his party is 
to persuade the white people that power should be 
transferred to the South African majority. He, too, 
emphasized the need for the release of all of the political 
prisoners and revocation of the state of emergency, 
before negotiations can begin. 
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Release of Said Sheik 


The three representatives of the opposition parties in the 
Comoros all denounced the dictatorial attitude of Pres- 
ident Adallah, who has ignored the constitution of his 
country. 


While it provides that no president shall serve more than 
a single term, President Abdallah is preparing to ask the 
voters for a third term. 


Similarly, he has gone ahead with the nomination of 
governors for the islands in the archipelago, although 
they arc supposed to be electea by universal balloting. 
Mr Berenger, for his part, demanded the release of Mr 
Said Sheik, who was put in prison for political reasons. 


Racism in Fiji 


The representative of Fiji, Mr V. Patel, explained the 
circumstances that led to the military coup d'etat, in an 
impassioned address. He said that the main problem is 
that the prime minister, who had been in office for 17 
years, was unwilling to abandon his post. He also 
explained the situation of the members of the Indian 
population, who are regarded as second-class citizens 
and inferior to the Fiji people. 


Mr Paul Berenger denounced the most recent constitu- 
tional proposals put forth, and he expressed amazement 
that the only country to oppose them publicly to date has 
been India. He also denounced the conciliatory attitude 
of France with regard to the present regime. 


Mr Patel, who left the country today, also spoke of the 
lack of any mediative coverage for the Fiji problem in 
Europe. 


Each of the foreign delegates brought a message to the 
MMM, which we will discuss at a later date. 


* Discontent Within Police Force Reported 


90EF0044A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
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[Article by Koomara Venkatasamy] 


[Text] The recent automatic promotions of certain ele- 
ments of the police force have created a wave of discon- 
tent among officers of different ranks, particularly detec- 
tives, sergeants, and inspectors. The latter forcefully 
emphasize that the ADSU [Antidrug Suppression Unit], 
CID [Criminal Investigation Department], and the reg- 
ular force have several elements who have passed the test 
and deserve such promotions. 


Actually, it will be noted that no element of the CID, 
ADSU, or regular force is among those “‘automatically” 
promoted last month and this month. 


In fact, the last normal promotion for junior grade 
officers dates back to 3 July, when 154 police officers 
were promoted to the rank of sergeant. Of the 154, 77 
passed a qualifying examination held in September 
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1988. The other 77 were the “survivors” of qualifying 
examinations held in 1981 and even 1976. The latter, 
having failed examinations validating promotion 
courses following their passage of the 1976 and 1981 
qualifyiny examinations, had to wait for the promotion 
course beginning on 23 January of this year and the 
selective examinations administered on | April. 


In these cases, police officers that passed an exam had to 
wait 8 years before being summoned to take a second test 
to be promoted. 


Those promoted “automatically” do not have to worry 
bout qualifying examinations, promotion courses, or the 
selective examination, much less the provisions of police 
“standing orders” or the notorious judge’s rule. 


Those claiming to be outraged by the practice that has 
given rise to this wave of frustration and discontent 
believe that if the principle of granting automatic pro- 
motions to deserving police officers is to be maintained, 
the criteria must be reviewed. 


“The definition of specific tasks accomplished by some 
of our colleagues, who are more specialized than others 
assigned to police stations, the SSU [expansion 
unknown], the SCMJF [expansion unknown], CID, and 
ADSU, is unfair and based on a contradiction.” 


It is a known fact that “the public and even police 
officers” very frequently do not realize the scope or 
dimension of the effectiveness of police action v’ se 
objective is the well-being and protection of the citizen 
achieved by those who, by virtue of their functions, are 
called upon to (« in the field. 


Our interlocutor gives the names of several officers in 
the ADSU, CID, and regular force whose professional 
commitment, ability to handle the most difficult situa- 
tions involving dangerous criminals, and the courage to 
face such risks would be far above that of the average 
citizen. 


A sergeant about 40 years of age reports that this year, 
within the framework of the road safety campaign, the 
police commissioner announced that since drug prob- 
lems are declining, they would be relegated to a sec- 
ondary level vis-a-vis road safety. “‘And we all thought it 
was their way of recognizing the good work done by 
ADSU for the good of the entire country, particularly 


young people.” 


In addition, 96 sergeants who passed the qualifying 
examinations in July are still waiting to be summoned 
for the promotion course. 


* Industrial Pollution Threatens Water Supply 
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{Article by Dharmanand Dhooharika: “Water Pollution: 
A Threat to Public Health] 
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[Text] “The contamination of water can have serious 
health consequences. Cases of bill .rziosis, malaria, gas- 
troenteritis, and hepatitis are regularly recorded. Well 
water is the primary vector of the pathogenic organisms 
that cause these illnesses.” Such was the obser.at’on of 
the experts who studied the improvement of water 
quality. In a voluminous report submitted to the govern- 
ment, the water-management specialists state that pollu- 
tion by certain heavy metals and cancer-causing prod- 
ucts can have long-term effects linked to the 
accumulation of these products in the human organism. 


The textile industry, which has become a massive con- 
sumer of nontreated water, is threatening water quality. 
According to official figures from the Ministry of Energy, 
as of 1 July 1989 Mauritius had some 35 dye plants 
located in Coromandel, Plaine Lauzun, Le Hochet, and 
Baie du Tombeau in the north, and St-Pierre, Rose-Hill, 
Phoenix, and Curepipe in the south. 


“As the economy surges forward, Mauritius has reason 
to fear a very unfavorable evolution in its environment. 
The essential pollution problem is the fate of liquid 
effluents and solid waste,” the experts write. 


The technicians bring out the fact that textile washing 
with intensive use of detergents is also a considerable 
source of pollution. 


Pollution by the Sugar Industry 


According to a study undertaken by government, the 
sugar industry is also an important pollution source. 


“Of the 19 sugar refineries in operation, not one has 
facilities for treatment of its effluents, but the latter are 
sometimes diluted in the cooling water and used for 
irrigation,” the investigators observe. 


Intensive agriculture as it is practiced on behalf of the 
island’s territory is also a considerable source of pollu- 
tion. 


In the opinion of both foreign and local experts, 60,000 
metric tons of fertilizer are used each year, composed for 
the most part of nitrates and potassium: that corre- 
sponds to an annual use of 600 kilos of fertilizer per 
hectare. 


In addition, 200 different varieties of pesticides are sold 
to farmers. That comes to a total of 1,100 metric tons in 
1986, broken down as follows: 577 metric tons of herbi- 
cides, 116 metric tons of fungicides, and 26 metric tons 
of rat poisons. 


It should be noted that these products are used by cane 
planters. The experts are sounding the alarm about the 
lack of laboratories in the CWA to perform regular water 
analyses. 


“It is, nonetheless, true that the country’s situation is 
alarming, since specialized tests cannot be done on site. 
The CWA laboratory must be renovated, if only to 
measure nitrate content,” the experts recommend. 
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Indeed, there are plans to begin operation of a high-level 
laboratory to study heavy-metal, pesticide, and diluting- 
agent content. 


The specialists recommend that the CWA close down all 
out\+ts of water that is not totally treated and review the 
management of all treatment plants, in particular, the 
operation of chlorination plants. “Deficiencies in chlo- 
rination can have catastrophic consequences on the 
health of drinkers and should be remedied,” they note. 


* Alcoholism Seen as Greater Problem Than 
Drugs 


90EF0039B Port Louis L’EXPRESS in French 
25 Sep 89 p 5 


[Text] A seminar on the theme “Substance Abuse 
Among Women” was organized by the Mauritian Fed- 
eration of UNESCO [United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific, and Cultural Organization] Clubs, in collabora- 
tion with the Trust Fund for the Rehabilitation and 
Treatment of Drug Addicts. 


The seminar was held at Queen Elizabeth College from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. Organized for the female 
members of the UNESCO clubs, it brought together 
60-plus participants, including students, teachers, and 
representatives of various women’s organizations. The 
program for the workshop included talks, discussions, 
and a showing of the film entitled ““Do Not Enter.” 


The seminar was officially inaugurated by Mr Cassam, 
first secretary at the Ministry of Social Security. He said 
that thanks to the energetic steps taken by the govern- 
ment in 1986, the drug problem is more or less under 
control. But the battle must continue, he added. Cur- 
rently it is alcohol that poses a serious threat on the 
island of Mauritius. On Rodrigues, alcohol is also a 
major problem. Education and information about drug 
problems begin at home, Mr Cassam believes. 


Women, as mothers, wives, or sisters, have an important 
role to play in the battle against drug addiction and 
alcoholism. ““To educate women is to educate a nation,” 
he added. 


The battle against drugs is the business of every citizen, 
and not just the government, he maintained. The gov- 
ernment is making every facility available to the nongov- 
ernmental organizations (NGOs). The police and cus- 
toms officials are continuing to do their work of 
detection and prevention. Mr Cassam expressed the 
hope that the NGOs will organize more seminars of this 
sort. 


In addition, Pierre Dinan, the president of the Trust 
Fund, expressed the view that the war against drugs has 
not been won. The demand for hard drugs, however, has 
declined, although alcoholism is on the rise. Prevention 
is vital in connection with the struggle against drug 
addiction and alcoholism, Mr Dinan said. “The greater 
the awareness among the population, the greater the 
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success of the fight.”” Women are often the victims of 
drugs or alcohol users, he added. This is one of the 
reasons they should contribute to preventive efforts in 
the campaigns against drug addiction and alcoholism, he 
maintained. 

Some 50 NGOs are affiliated with the Trust Fund, Mr 
Dinan said, and it is doing everything it can to assist 
these associations. It supplies them with the tools and the 
skills needed so that they can participate in the struggle 
against drug addiction. 

The Mauritian Federation of UNESCO Clubs was estab- 
lished in 1976. About 50 clubs in Mauritius and Rod- 
rigues are affiliated with the federation, which regularly 
organizes educational, cultural, and social activities for 
its members. The preservation of the environment and 
adult education are also fields in which the federation is 
active. Its president is Vijay Lutchmun. 


* Role in International Drug Network Shown 


34190031Z Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 
19 Oct 89 p 5 


[Text] According to an article appearing in the widely 
circulated French daily LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE, 
in a series of articles dedicated to the war on drugs, 
Mauritius is part of an international drug ring and is 
considered as being one of the transit points between 
Southeast Asia (the famous golden triangle) and Europe. 


On a world map showing the circuit for international 
drug trade, Mauritius is located on an export route for 
heroin and is categorized as a transit point, defined by 
the French monthly as “locations for organized networks 
assuring the reception and forwarding of drugs.” 


Regarding Southeast Asia, LE MONDE DIPLOMA- 
TIQUE points out: “Southeast Asia produces about 
1,500 tons of opium in the area of the ‘golden triangle’: 
Burma (1,200 tons), Laos (300 tons), Thailand (50 tons). 
About 450 tons are transformed into 45 tons of pure 
heroin, of which 7.5 tons are forwarded to Europe (5 
tons) and the United States (2.5 tons). It is also in the 
geographic production zone and not in the Western 
developed countries that the largest amounts of opium 
and heroin are consumed.” 


Mozambique 


* Fate of Migrant Workers in GDR Examined 
34000191 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 

in English 27 Oct-2 Nov 89 p 21 

{Article by Bill Paton; first paragraph in box] 


{[Text] Mozambique’s migrant labourers to East Ger- 
many bring their country much needed money. But do 
they fare better than their counterparts in South Africa? 


More than 18,000 migrant labourers are in the German 
Democratic Republic [GDR], netting Mozambique an 
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Supply Routes to Western Countries 
Key: 
()pium-Producer Countries: 
_ Partly produced and consumed 1n the country 
Partly transformed into heroin and exported 
Export route for heroin 
Export routes for cocaine 


Ahk who — 


( annahis-Producer Countries: 
5. Principal producers 

7. New producers 

8. Export routes for cannabis 


(oca-Producer Countries: 
Y Partly produced and consumed in the country 
10. Partly transformed into cocaine and exported 


Nerve Centers for Drug Tratlicking 


A.B. Drug Capitals: cities of major mafia establishments where the complete range of operations linked to 
internauonal drug trafficking (organization of networks, wholesale markets, distribution, laundering) come together 


( (onters: cities or countries organizing transactions, managing large networks and wholesale distribution 
I>). Transit Centers: locations of organized networks where receipt and forwarding of drugs are carried out 
F Laundering: cities or towns having a powerful financial organization allowing tor laundering of “dirty money” 


Source: Yearly statistics on drugs, international organization for control of drugs, United Nations; 1985-1986 NNICC 
(National Narcotics Intelligence Consumers Committee) Reports, Washington 1987, International Narcotics Strategy 
Reports: J. F. Couvrat et N. Pless, La Face Cachee de ' Economie Mondiale, Hatier, Paris. 1989. 
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estimated Canadian $117-million in Uard currency, 
more than the estimated $90-million deferred from the 
pay of its gold miners in South Africa. 


The influx has risen sharply during the past 12 months 
paralleling a rush of skilled GDR citizens to Western 
Europe which peaked in September. 


The use of migrant labour in the GDR started 10 years 
ago as a training programme for a few thousand Mozam- 
bicans. Now both nations see it as a de facto “guest 
worker” scheme. According to Daniel Marole, head of 
the special labour department responsible for the project 
in Maputo, the scheme has become a source of migrant 
labour to sectors such as light industry, fishing, chemi- 
cals and electronic assembly—wherever the GDR needs 
workers most. 


The new jobs are welcome. Long dependent on labour 
migration, Mozambique has suffered drastic cuts since 
independence in the employment of its citizens in Zim- 
babwe and South Africa. Job losses in the South African 
gold mines have meant a reduction of much needed hard 
currency deferments to the state’s war-ravaged economy. 


When a number of countries, including the United 
States, imposed sanctions against South Africa in 1986, 
Pretoria carried out a threat to restrict Mozambican 
migratio.. to its mines. Already more than halved from 
118,000 miners at independence, the Mozambican share 
fell to 47,000 by the time Pretoria lifted the restrictions 
late last year. 


Meanwhile, Mozambique’s labour force continues to 
mushroom in an economy that has, in the last de.ade, 
been shrinking. 


Workers in the GDR get more money than their coun- 
terparts in South Africa. Under the 10-year accord with 
the GDR (signed in 1979), Mozambicans are entitled to 
the same pay, benefits and housing as their hosts would 
receive in the same job—three times more than their 
fellow migrants earn on South Africa’s gold mines. 
Miners, although paid equally compared to South 
African blacks, are confined mainly to underground 
work and must live in men’s hostels. 


The Mozambican government had on-the-job training in 
mind in 1979 when it signed the first protocol to send 
2,000 workers to the GDR. Praciicai experience in coal 
mining, textile manufacturing and other industries was 
to be co-ordinated with GDR finance and technical 
assistance for similar new projects in Mozambique. 
Once completed, the new enterpriss in Mozambique 
would have an appropriately trained workforce in the 
returned migrants. 


But the Mozambican projects quickly fell prey to the war 
of destabilisation wreaked by Renemo. Only one textile 
plant is operatiag today. 


For Mozambique’s part, the 60 percent of migrants’ net 
pay sent home under a compulsory deferred pay system 
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earned the treasury foreign exchange at the raie _f 
$50-million by August 1988. 


Given the recent exodus of East Germans to the West it 
is likely that the Mozambican migrant stream to the 
GDR will comunue to grow. 


Migrants Add Up Pros and Cons 


While migrant workers in East Germany fare ’ etter than 
their counterparts in South Africa, they too endure 
financial hardships. 


Air fares to and ‘rom East Germany are free and special 
settlement allowances and stipends are paid to the 
Mozambicans above what their GDR counterparts 
would receive. 


In contrast, miners in South Africa pay their own fares 
home. 


Just as in South Africa, however, Mozambicans in the 
GDR have 60 percent of their net pay deducted and sent 
to Mozambique where they receive the local equivalent 
upon their return. Workers receive no interest on their 
earnings but pay no fees or income tax. 


After completing their initial four years, workers must go 
back to Mozambique. About a quarter renew their con- 
tracts for two more years. Up to three extensions, or 10 
years’ work, are allowed—after which the migrants must 
leave East Germany. 


The Mozambican government is reluctant to permit 
those who marry GDR citizens to remain behind. 


It is still difficult for Mozambicans to integrate into East 
Germany society on only 40 percent of the pay of a 
less-skilled worker. There has been a strike over condi- 
tions. 


As well as the lack of interest on deferred pay, the 
migrants’ savings have suffered under a series of 
Mozambican devaluations. 


In addition, migrants are receiving mixed messages from 
the government on whether the experience is simply 
migrant labour or is supposed to provide training. 


Moreover, even for the lucky few who do get work 
roughly comparable to their GDR jobs, the aspirations 
and work habits of a worker with years of experience in 
modern mechanised environments are only poorly rec- 
onciled with current Mozambican conditions. Many 
returnees are reported to have moved illegally into South 
Africa. 


However, the migrants in the GDR are far better off than 
they would be at home. 
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TWamibia 


* Journalist Tells of 4 Years in SWAPO Prison 


34000182A Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
18 Oct 89 p 13 


[Text] A Namibian journalist who was detained by 
Swapo in the notorious “dungeon” detention centre in 
Angola for more than four years described his years of 
imprisonment as “a violation of all human rights and a 
time of desperation and utter hell”. 


Mr Edward Ndopu (25) was abducted by Swapo in 
February 1985 and held in detention until July 1989 for 
allegedly spying for South Africa. 


Speaking to The Citizen yesterday, Mr Ndopu said 
prisoners were treated like “sub-human beings”, and 
were subjected to torture, daily beatings, .tarvation and 
hard labour. 


Conditions in the Angolan dungeon prisons were 
described as “hell holes” where scantily dressed pris- 
oners were crowded into muddy, dark pits dug beneath 
the ground. 


“We lived on Soviet rice and 20 litres of water a day 
among 80 of us. We seldom saw the light of day, except 
when we were randomly hauled out and beaten. There 
were no toilets. We slept on the wet ground floor 
amongst the rats, ticks and lice. 


“People were starving. We ate rice to try and get 
strength. People died from starvation or diseases linked 
to the terrible living conditions. 

“Because prisoners were so confined and miserable, 
there was a lot of fighting among us. 


Mr Ndopu said he was bundled into bakkie, hussied 
ee eae. ee ee ee 

and transported via an Angolan plane to Luanda in 
February 1985. 


“There were no formalities at any stage. Nobody asked 
for passbooks or clearance,” he said. 


When imprisoned in an underground cell in the Vianda 
prison near Luanda, all attempts to speak to a senior 
official or ask what was happening, failed. 


“Because of the rumours that Swapo was killing people 
fairly casually, I feared for my life, he said. 


Although at that stage, he was frightened, his ordeal 
became worse once he was moved to the Swapo settle- 
ment and Marxist Youth Centre in Lubango. 


“The interrogators refused to believe I was not a South 
African spy. 

“To force my ‘confession’ they tied my feet between two 
poles and hung me upside down. I was buried to the neck 
in the ground while they asked me questions and I was 
tied to a tree and severely kicked and beaten,” he said. 
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After five months of “hatred and brutality”, Mc Ndopu 
was “depres*-i, confused and absolutely desperate”. 


“In order to save my life. I was forced to falsely confess 
that I was a South African spy.” 


He was forced to implicate +r Paul C \siano, a Swapo 
student from Lusaka, who has not been seen since and is 
still on the list of missing people. 


* Union Leader Discusses Challenges of Futrre 


34000182B Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 6-12 Oct 89 p 20 


[Text] With just six weeks to go before the Namibian 
elections, the emphasis will soon shift from mobilising 
support for Swapo to consolidating the trade union 
movement. 


Much still has to be done to get the National Union of 
Namibian Workers (NUNW) onto its feet and to meet 
the crucial organisational challenges facing the labour 
Despite the federation’s July consolidation congress, not 
much as been achieved in the area of consolidation in the 
real sense, the secretary of the Mineworkers’ 
Union of Namibia, Ben Ulenga, told NEW NATION 
during an interview last week. 

“We still do not have fully functional locals and struc- 
tures,” he said. 


This is also true of mass organisation in the communi- 
ties, which have been neglected until recently. 


Ulenga, a trained People’s Liberation Army of Namibia 
(Pian) guerilla, who was injured and captured in battle in 
1976 by SA [South Africa] police, cautions that a decol- 
onised Namibia will not mean thai exploitation would 
have come to an end. 


“I think the fight between the multinationals and the 
unions will continue,” he said. And strong structures will 
be crucial to that struggle. 


“But our major concern now is to gain independence and 
everybody is concentrating on getting South Africa out 
of Namibia. 

“We have to ensure that what we expect to happen, will 
in fact happen. There are so many obstacles already 
which might result in a complete denial of what we have 
been struggling for all these years. 
“Post-independence Namibia, as a result, is discussed 
only intermittently,” he pointed out. 

And it is only during these discussions that Ulenga and 
his comrades in the labour movement have been able to 


examine the numerous challenges that lie ahead in a 
decolonised Namibia. 
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According to Ulenga, the NUNW would still view itself 
as an Organisation fighting to secure the interests of 
workers. 


In this regard, one of the priorities, Ulenga said, was the 
need to draft a new labour code that could be written 
into law. 


“Maybe there will be consultation and discussion with 
the government of the day to make sure, for example, 
that a positive atmosphere is created [to fight exploita- 
tion],” Ulenga said. 

“Much will depen! or ihe position that the government 
is going to take regarding major economic issues, for 
example, in mining. 


“Swapo is talking aout having a state share in some of 
the larger mining ‘»mpanies. What does that actually 
mean? Will this mean that workers will be allowed to 
come in there and have some say?” These are the 
questions that would have to be asked, Ulenga said. 


He pointed out that, if unions hac developed to a stage 
where they felt they could criticise the government or 
question it on specific issues, they would do so. 

The crucial question, Ulenga said, is whether the unions 
would be in a position to make that kind of contribution. 
“We are only beginning to stand up. And will have to 
develop that self confidence as workers,” he explained. 


Asked whether the labour movement was in agreement 
with Swapo and its policy as laid down in the organisa- 
tion’s election manifesto, Ulenga said that he did not 
assess Swapo policy in terms of the manifesto alone. 


“I know that the manifesto was drawn up very recently 
and for the purposes of the elections. 


“It does not talk of specific workers’ rights, for example, 
the fundamental and very basic right to strike.” 


Ulenga cautions that the omission does not necessarily 
reflect Swapo policy. “I have seen other Swapo docu- 
ments, which recognise the right to strike,” he explained. 
“We are, of course, in line with what Swapo has been 

ing for. For example, one of Swapo's aims has 
been to end the exploitation of workers.” 


Commenting on the NUNW's economic policy, Ulenga 
stressed it will make no sense for the federation to stand 
up and shout “socialism” at this stage. 


“For many workers, that will simply be an empty slogan. 


“So that feducation] may have to be one of our priori- 
ties—to educate ourselves in the direction of under- 
standing our material circumstances and how we can 
improve our lot,” Ulenga said. 

But in the next few weeks, in the run up to the election, 
the major task still remains the need to mobilise support 
for Swapo. 
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Ulenga pointed out that, despite the massive support for 
Swapo demonstrated during the mass rallies, a large 
proportion still have to be mobilised. 


* Fate of Bus’\men Aft.t Independence Viewed 


34000195 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 27 Oct-2 Nov 89 pp 9-10 


[Article by Phillip Van Niekerk; first paragraph in box] 


[Text] Hunted for sport, forced into serfdom, chased off 
their land...no other southern African people have been 
as brutalised and debased as the Bushmen of northern 
Namibia. Which is the best test of a post-independence 
Namibia is the kind of future it offers to the people of the 
Kalahari. 

Joseph Komaga lay crying with pain in the sparse shade 
of a thorn tree somewhere between Gobabis and Onmi- 
opsis. His toes were orn down and his skin so creased 
that he could have been more than 90 years old. 


Komaga, a N/aron Bushman, did not know his age, but 
he could remember “die tyd voordat die wit man die 
wreld gevat het "’—the time before the white man stole the 
world, when he lived off the wild fruits of the veld. 


Komaga had three generations of his family with him. 
His daughter, Martha Afrikaner, was herself already old. 
They had pulled their donkey carts off to the side of the 
road, out of the noonday sun, while the grandchildren 
went to fetch water from a nearby farm. 


He was on his way back from receiving medical treat- 
ment in Gobabis for the pain in his abdomen, a journey 
of several days by cart from their home. The grandchil- 
dren were scouring the farms for jobs in the same 
Kalahari veld where their ancestors had searched for 
melons and kudu. 


{n his lifetime, Komaga had witnessed an entire cycle. 
His people had gone from being nomads to slaves to 
wage labourers to nomads. when he was young it was a 
“hemelse lewe.”’ lt was a hard life but heaven saw to the 
food, you did not need to maintain gardens. 


Far from the romanticised and mythologised picture of 
the Bushman people as noble hunters with bow and 
poisoned arrow living in harmony with nature, most of 
Namibia's 32,000 bushmen are today impoverished 
farmworkers or squatters. As Namibia moves towards 
independence the Bushmen people face new challenges 
to their survival. 

When the Germans arrived in Namibia they rode around 
on horseback, shooting Bushmen on sight. People were 
roasted on bonfires or hung in rows from trees like 
biltong. As late as the 1930s, the Bushmen of Namibia 
were actively shot as vermin. 


Successive laws by both German and South African 
colonial administrations, culminating in the Bow and 
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Arrows Act of 1927, sanctioned the slaughter and drove 
the Bushmen into forced labour on the estates. 


Komaga remembers being told to leave the veld. If you 
went on shooting wild animals, you were thrown into jail 
or shot, he said. So he went to work for the “baas” for no 
wage—just a few handfuls of mielie meal a day. 


Colonialism in Namibia stopped just short of the total 
genocide that befell the Bushman of South Africa. 


For hundreds of years, random massacre of Bushmen 
was the norm. It was not only a white man’s pastime— 
black people also contributed to the elimination of the 
country’s oldest indizenous inhabitants. 


By the 1950s, the Bushman lived only on the margins far 
from other human settlements, in the inhospitable Kala- 
hari Desert cf Angola, Botswana and Namihia. 


American antl -opologist John Marshall toured the Kala- 
hari basin in |. 0 with his father in search of the hunter 
gatherers of legend. He found the Ju/Wasi—“the one 
single group in the entire sub-continent living as hunter- 
gatherers” and a few in the north of Namibia ho had 
retained access to land and water while hunting on the 
side. 


In the past four decades the position of the Bushmen has 
gone steadily downhill, while paradoxically the stereo- 
type of cute little people has been made popular by such 
films as The Gods Must Be Crazy. 


This image hides the real tale of the Bushmen—of 
cruelty and debasement of humanity, and of the theft of 
their land that never stopped. 


The West Caprivi—between the waters of the Kunene 
and the Okavango—was turned into a game reserve in 
1968, and its 6,000 Bushmen inhabitants fled ir:to 
Angola, before being driven south of the border again by 
the war. 


Vast tracts of former Bushman land was handed over to 
the Herero and the Kavango “homelands” as Pretoria 
pursued its homelands policy into Namibia in the wake 
of the Odendaal Commission. Bushmanland itself was 
proclaimed a “homeland” in 1970 with its capital at the 
waterhole of Tshumkwe. 


Several thousand Bushmen today live in abject poverty 
around Tshumkwe and the South Airican Defence Force 
[SADF] bases of the two Bushmen battalions in western 
Bushman-land. Here Bushmen, renowned for their skill 
in tracking animals, were trained as bloodhounds to hunt 
down Swapo guerrillas. Among the squatters are those 
driven from Western Caprivi. Social problems such as 
alcoholism and prostitution are rife. 


Now the soldiers have been demobilised under the 


Namibian independence plan, leaving those who depend 
on the bases in an even more desperate situation. 
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The SADF wants to retain the services of t'.e battle- 
hardened 1,5C) former Angolan K ung Bushmen merce- 
naries of 201 Baitalion at Omega camp, who are 
regarded as the toughest of the tough. These men will be 
able to choose »aecaer or not to continue their careers 
with the SADF in Scuath Africa. 


However, their tenuous status 2s Namibians is causing 
consternation among African siates at the United 
Nations and at the Joint Monitoring Commission which 
last week raised the fact that they are registered to vote, 
while it is likely they will move on to South Africa after 
the elections. 


The more thun 1,000 Namibian Bushman in 203 Bat- 
talion and their relatives will no. be able to choose to 
move to South Africa, an SADF representative con- 
firmed last week. 


Marshall said the former soldiers and their squatter 
dependents on *he bases would be welcome to be 
included into the co-operatives in Eastern Bushmanland, 
where he is establishing settlements around springs and 
boreholes, and where the Bushmen are learning to 
manage a largely farming economy. 


But the success of this project depends on whether a 
future Namib:an government allows the development of 
the Bushmen to take precedence over the conservation of 
the rich variety of wildlife in the area. A number of 
endangered species are found here and there are still 
fears that Eastern Bushmanland could be turned into a 
game reserve—a move that was first proposed 10 years 


ago. 


Marshall describes the Bushmen attempts to fa: as a 
“bitter struggle against wall-to-wall lions that they have 
to fight with little bows and arrows, 600 resident ele- 
phants, trophy hunters, safari companies and ax: admin- 
istration that wants to preserve a few Ju/wasi in a plastic 
stone age as a tourist attraction, and dispossess the rest.” 


Conservationists counter that the tourism and trophy 
hunting could bolster the Bushman economy. It ‘s an 
unresolved matter, typical of the conflicts between 
human land hunger and wildlife conservation that are 
being encountered throughout Africa. 


Marshall's plan, however, could incorporate at best 
4,000 of the 32,000 Bushmen in Namibia. 


“Eastern Bushmaniand is the very small tip of the 
iceberg,” said Marshall. “The only reason we are able to 
help people at all is because we still have a fragment of 
communal land.” 


Most of the rest are farmworkes:, sarning meagre wages if 
they are lucky enough to have a job on Namibia's large 
farms. Their exploiters are both white and black. Con- 
ditions at the Herero cattle posts are often worse than on 
the white farms, where at the very least they are provided 
with shelter. 
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Joseph Komaga’s granddaughter, Maria Afrikaner and 
her husband Jonas, were retrenched without notice by 
their white employer a few weeks ago. Aged in their late 
20s with four children, they are people with virtually no 
possessions. 


They did not know where they were going next as they 
joined the small bands of Bushmen who today stumble 
through the desert on donkey carts in search of work. 


For these people next month’s _2cuion is a far-off reality, 
yet it could have a profound effect on their lives. 


As Marshall points out their experience is part of the 
overall dispossession of the Namibian people. A total of 
60 percent of Namibia is white-owned or commercial 
land, while 15 percent is set aside for nature conserva- 
tion. Only 25 percent is communal land belonging to 80 
percent of the Namibian people—and people such as 
Komaga’s family have no access to its anyway. 


Perhaps the best test of whether Namibia is really able to 
shake off its colonial past is whether the young state can 
offer a different future for the Bushmen—and for that 
matter all the dispossessed downtrodden farmworkers 
and rural unemployed of Namibia—the poorest of the 
poor. That of necessity would mean a redistribution of 
land, involving some quite radical economic restruc- 
turing. 


As Komaga’s daug ‘er, Martha, said, describing the 
cause of her hunger .... that desert road: “Wat kan ons s? 
Die wreld is mos nie ons s’n nie.” (What can we say? The 
world is not really ours.) 


Zambia 


* IMF Wants $500 Million Debt Repayment 
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{Article by Ketson Kandafula] 


[Excerpt] The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is 
demanding repayment of 500 million dollars owed to the 
institution before Zambia can be considered for a 
standby facility. 


IMF external relations spokesman Ahmed Abushadi said 
this from Washington at the weekend. 


He said despite the recent agreement between Zambia, 
the IMF and World Bank to work together in reviving 
Zambia’s economy, there were other conditions which 
the Zambian government had to satisfy before a standby 
facility could be provided. He did not specify the other 
conditions. 


Mr Abushadi said Zambia could only be considered for 
a facility after she repays the 500 million-dollar debt, 
which, he said, had been long outstanding. 
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Last Tuesday, Finance Minister Gibson Chigaga con- 
firmed that Zambia had reached agreement with the 
IMF and the World Bank, ending a three-yeai estrange- 
ment following the country’s abandonment of an IMF 
re-adjustment programme. 


Cde Chigaga said that the agreement was based on the 
study by both the IMF and World Bank of the objectives 
in Zambia’s Fourth National Development Plan; the 
1989 budget, and President Kaunda’s major policy state- 
ment of June in which bold measures like decontrol of 
prices and devaluation of the Kwacha were announced. 


The agreement is expected to pave way for a fresh flow of 
new loans and aid from international donors who has 
been insisting that Zambia reaches an agreement with 
the IM! before they could release funds. 


And expressing the IMF’s happiness with Zambia’s 
economic measures, Mr Abushadi said. 


“The economic and financial programme developed by 
the Zambian government currently being implemented 
constitute the cornerstone in the co-operative effort 
involving Zambia, the debtor countries to attend to 
resolve Zambia’s payments difficulties. 


Cde Chigaga is, meanwhile, leading a high powered 
Zambian delegation to Washington for annual meetings 
of the IMF and World Bank. [passage omitted] 


* Group To Check Implementation of Economic 
Plan 
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[Text] President Kaunda has appointed a high-powered 
national monitoring committee headed by Finance and 
Planning Minister Cde Gibson Chigaga to oversee the 
implementation of Zambia’s economic restructuring 


programme. 


The President hit out at parastatal and private compa- 
nies for continuously crying for foreign exchange which 
was mainly earned by ZCCM [Zambia Consolidated 
Copper Mines] saying it was time they earned their own. 


Cde Kaunda said this in a three-hour speech at the 
official opening of the 24th UNIP [United National 
Independence Party] National Council at the Mulun- 
gushi International Conference Centre in Lusaka yes- 
terday. 


Cde Kaunda said the national monitoring committee 
would oversee the economic restructuring programme 
on a day-to-day basis and would report io nim on 
successes and failures as they occurred. 


The move was intended to ensure an efficient implemen- 
tation of the entire package of reforms launched by the 
Party and its Government since May 1987 when it 
dropped an IMF/World Bank package in favour of one 
based on the country’s own resources. 
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The other members of the monitoring committee are 
chairman and chief executive of the ZCCM and Member 
of the Central Committee Cde Francis Kaunda, Member 
of Central Committee Cde Joseph Nyaywa, Zambia 
State Insurance Corporation (ZSIC) managing director 
and Member of Central Committee Cde Mweene 
Mwinga, Secretary to the Cabinet Cde Charles Manyema 
and acting Bank of Zambia governor Cde James Ngoma. 


Cde Kaunda directed Members of the Central Com- 
mittee in charge of provinces to ensure their appropriate 
committees at provincial district and ward levels did 
attend to aspects of the economic restructuring imple- 
mentation applicable to them. 


“‘We cannot go no spoon feeding them. This has to stop 
because the restructuring measures that we have under- 
taken are in part meant to assist them earn their own 
foreign exchange,” he said. 


He re-affirmed the Party’s commitment to the well-being 
of all Zambians and described the current economic 
problems as a passing phase. 


He deplored the bickering between employers and 
employees in the country and called for a new spirit of 
cooperation to cultivate good working relations. 


“I want to see better worki. 2 relations in the nation and 
those who fail to do so, whether they be employers or 
workers must be carpeted.” 


He re-affirmed Zambia’s determination to pursue an 
economic policy based on a mixed economy but denied 
that recent economic changes like decontrol of prices 
represented Zambia’s retreat from building humanism 
through socialism. 


“Prices are needed in any kind of economic system, 
whether it is socialistic, capitalistic, communistic, 
humanistic or any ideology.” 


* Consumer Price Index Up; Figures Reported 
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[Text] Inflation in Zambia has made serious inroads on 
the standard of living of an average Zambian household. 


According to figures ju:t released by the Central Statis- 
tical Office {CSO} in Lusaka, between January and July 
this year, the consumer price index for the low income 
group registered an increase of 75.7 percent and 69.6 
percent for the high income group. 


Price increase effective last month for a number of 
commodities had been substantial. ‘“We anticipate some 
price stabilisation in the later part of 1989. Inflation has 
already reached an unprecedented level and judging by 
the trend, it will not be wrong to assume that by the end 
of this year, it will be well over 100 percent,” says the 
CSO. 
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The consumer price index for the low income group 
which had registered an increase of 27.4 percent during 
the first quarter of this year as compared with the fourth 
quarter in 1988 has continued to show an upward trend. 


It further increased to 3,055.9 in June from its March 
1989 level of 2,776.0 though the increase was 10 points 
lower at 17.3 percent as compared with the first quarter. 


The month of July this year has witnessed massive 
escalation in the price movement in the country. Some 
policy measures adopted in July this year have exacer- 
bated the inflationary tendencies in the economy in the 
short run. 


The benefits of these measures may be felt in the long 
run in the stabilisation of prices and consequently lower 
levels of inflation. In July this year, the consumer price 
index for low income households had registered an 
increase of 29.5 percent. 


The devaluation of the Kwacha has made imports more 
expensive and decontrol of the pricing system has led to 
sharp price increases for most of the goods and services 
included in the consumer basket. 


Some substantial price increases were also effective last 
month. The rise in the index in July surpassed even the 
previous quarterly levels in 1988 and 1989 (up to the 
June quarter). This is because prices rose across the 
board. 


The index for other goods and services was more pro- 
nounced with an increase of 40.1 percent followed by 
furniture and household goods with 35.8 percent and 
food, beverages and tobacco with 34.2 percent. 


The consumer price index for the high income group rose 
from 2,308.4 in March this year to 2,818.5 in June 
thereby registering an increase of 22.1 percent. The rise 
in the index in July of 23.3 percent had overshadowed 
even previous quarterly increases. 


This increase is however 6.0 percent lower than that 
experienced by the low income group. In the case of the 
high income group, the index for transpori and commu- 
nications was more pronounced with an increase of 51.5 
percent followed by other goods and services with 39.2 
percent, food, beverages and tobacco with 25.0 percent 
and furniture and household gvods with 23.8 percent. 


“The measures adopted in July 1989 have led to a 
considerable rise in the prices of goods and services, but 
other steps taken alongside such as restricted growth in 
money supply and enhanced 1terest rates on savings will 
result in achieving some form of price stabilisation in the 
foreseeable future,’ says the CSO. 
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* ZCCM Makes K2.7 Billion Profit for Year 
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[Text] Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines (ZCCM) 
made a pre-tax profit of K2.7 billion and a net profit of 
K1.8 billion, the company’s highest ever, during the 
financial year ended on March 31, 1989. 


According to ZCCM chairman and chief executive 
Francis Kaunda’s statement in the 1989 annual report, 
the increased earnings were largely due to an upsurge in 
metal prices throughout the financial year and the deval- 
uation of the Kwacha. 


Base metal prices, particularly copper, rose as stocks on 
the London Metal Exchange (LME) declined, resulting in 
a price increase from 1,319 pounds sterling from the first 
quarter to 1,862 in the fourth quarter. 


Cde Kaunda said that the mines produced a total of 
415,645 tonnes of finished copper and 28,886 tonnes 
“on toll” during the year. 


Cobalt production rose from the previous year’s 4,694 to 
4,871 tonnes during the year, while lead and zinc pro- 
duction continued to decline due to falling grades and 
depletion of the orebody. 


Copper production had been considerably hampered by 
a shortage of spare parts and sulphuric acid, he said. 


Cde Kaunda said while cargo movements at Dar- 
es-Salaam and Beira ports were “largely satisfactory,” a 
shortage of wagons and locomotives on Tazara railways, 
retarded cargo movement and led to congestion. 


“In order to alleviate the resultant congestion, road hauls 
and block trains were introduced,” he said. 


Dar es Salaam and Beira handled 80 and 20 percent of 
ZCCM’s cargo respectively during the year. 


On the mines’ future prospects, Cde Kaunda said market 
forecasts indicated that copper prices would continue to 
fluctuate while production problems and currency fluc- 
tuations being the main deterents to improved perfor- 
mance in the short term. 


A falling demand and increased production on the 
international market would adversely affect the copper 
industry in the long term. 


Cde Kaunda also warned that the devaluation of the 
Kwacha, while boosting the country’s profits in the short 
run, would increase production costs but added that 
appropriate measures were being taken to ensure that 
“the overall viability of the company is not jeopardised.” 
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* Inflation, Parastatals: Government Criticized 
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[Text] Galloping inflation and the attendant high cost of 
living in Zambia, have not only distorted the direction of 
the country’s economy, but equally altered many peo- 
ple’s attitudes and perception of Party and government 
goals. 


There is now some rather jaundiced way of looking at the 
State’s plans and their real intention in relation to the 
wellbeing of the people. 


Some Zambians who can vaguely recall, point to the 
pre-independence UNIP [United National Indepen- 
dence Party] manifesto which promised milk and honey, 
but has been fighting an uphill battle to deliver either, 
even when they know much is due to circumstances 
beyond the Party’s control. 


Inevitably, the weak and gullible amongst us have tended 
to throw their arms up in despair feeling forsaken and 
saying they have been thrown to the wolves—the price 
sharks—who will strip them bare and leave them to die 
while they gloat over ill-earned profits. 


In their apparent despair some people have developed 
negative attitudes against the import of any Party and 
government measure, well-intentioned though they may 
be. They are more inciined to look at the immediate 
negitive effects rather than the long-term benefits. 


Has UNIP forsaken the people? President Kaunda 
answered this question yesterday when he opened the 
24th National Council, with an emphatic NO. 


He exhorted his colleagues in the Party and government 
leadership to go out to the people and explain that the 
Party has not lost its love for them and that the objec- 
tives and goals have not changed an iota. 


What has changed are strategies to bring about economic 
recovery, growth and prosperity in line with changed 
economic realities. 


At independence, Zambia inherited an economic struc- 
ture that was weak. It was solely based on mining 
(copper) while money generated from this sector went to 
developing industry in now Zimbabwe. 


The government has since tried to diversify while cre- 
ating parastatals to service the needs of the people at a 
reasonable profit. 


That the parastatals should be in the forefront of 
exploiting the people, therefore, can only be described as 
someone’s sick way of putting a wedge between the Party 
and the people. 


It is obvious that people who are exploited by parastatals 
naturally regard the Party and its government as the 
instigator of that exploitation, after all these are quasi- 
government institutions. 
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What is apparent according to Cde Kaunda is that such 
public institutions and indeed private enterprises, are 
passing on the cost of their inefficiency to the consumer. 
That simply cannot be allowed to continue. 


Dr Kaunda’s warning that inefficient managements 
could find themselves in the streets, should be taken very 
seriously. 


While decontrol of prices was introduced to give the 
companies a measure of profit and some reinvestable 
funds to rehabilitate their dilapidated plants, it was not 
brought in to exploit the people and bring the Party and 
its government into public odium. 


Parastatals should help the Party and government 
achieve economic recovery and not alienate the people 
against the State. 


In his review of the country’s economic performance, 
President Kaunda did not minimise the problems that 
Zambia faces. They are enormous, but certainly not 
insurmountable. 


It is imperative, therefore, that with the goodwill shown 
by foreign donor agencies and government, on the direc- 
tion of the economic recovery drive “through own 
resources,” parastatals should spearhead the campaign 
to bring order to commerce and industry. 


* Agreement With Iran To Increase Cooperation 
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(Text] Tehran, Thursday. Iran and Zambia have called 
for the establishment at the earliest possible time of a 
joint commission of cooperation for the development, 
upgrading and consolidating the two countries technical, 
scientific and economic cooperation. 


This is contained in a joint communique released today 
when the two countries signed a protocol on a pro- 
gramme of cooperation in industry and technology. 


The protocol was signed by Prime Minister Malimba 
Masheke for Zambia and first vice-president of Iran Dr 
Hassan Habibi for Iran. 


The two leaders expressed satisfaction with the outcome 
of the talks which were based on the expansion of 
bilateral relations. 


They agreed that there should be greater and increased 
cooperation between the two countries in the fields of 
agriculture, energy and other industries like mining, 
trade, culture, education and health. 


The Prime Minister’s negotiation team was headed by 
permanent secretary at Cabinet Office Dr Caleb Fun- 
danga. 


Other members were Commerce and Industry Minister 
Cde Otema Musuka, Mines Minister Cde Bernard Fum- 
belo, Minister of State for Defence Cde Dodson 
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Syatalimi and staff from National Commission for 
Development Planning, Legal Affairs, Agriculture and 
Foreign Affairs. 


Iran and Zambia expressed their satisfaction with the 
ever growing relations based on mutual respect for the 
principles of Independence, national sovereignty, equal 
rights and non-interference in internal matters. 


The two sides which had successful discussions during 
Cde Masheke’s visit from October 6 to 12 also shared 
views On many issues and condemned apartheid and 
Zionism. 

The two sides registered their support for the elections 
process in Namibia in November.—Zana. 


* Famine Strikes Luangwa, W. Province Villages 
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[Text] Famine is looming in Luangwa district where 
farmers have not recovered from the ravages of the last 
torrential rains. 


Area governor Cde John Kapokola said most villagers in 
the region would starve because the torrential rains 
washed away most of their crops. 


“We carried out a survey of the fields damaged by the 
rains and submitted the report to provincial headquar- 
ters so that we could get famine relief. So far we had no 
feedback,” he said. 


To avoid repetition of the disaster, Cde Kapokola said 
an education campaign had been launched to discourage 
farmers from planting their crops along the river banks. 


Peasant farmers were now being encouraged to cultivate 
on high ground and to plant crops such as cotton, 
sorghum and sunflower in addition to maize. 


“The farmers who planted sorghum are better off now 
and are not likely to starve ~~ the crop survives even 
when there is inadequate raintall,” he said. 


Lintco has responded favorably to the cotton growing 
programme and has sold plenty cotton seeds in the 
district. 


“Unfortunately we are lagging behind in membership to 
cooperatives as there are no workers to assist the people 
form multi-purpose cooperatives,” Cde Kapokola said. 


He appealed to the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooper- 
atives to urgently send experts to assist the people form 
the societies. 


Cde Kapokola commended Indeco Milling which regu- 
larly sent in stocks of mealie meal to the area. 


However, such supplies did not benefit the peasant 
farmers because most of them depended on their pro- 
duce which they milled locally. 
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He described the situation on the border with Mozam- 
bique as calm and said most of the refugees who had 
flooded the town had returned to their country while 
others had been transferred to refugee camps elsewhere 
in Zambia. 


People in Western Province are buying mealie meal at 
400 percent more than the official prices and have 
appealed for State relief to escape impending starvation. 


Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister Cde 
Munukayumbwa Sipalo said in Lusaka yesterday that 
villagers in the western part of the province would from 
now until December face a tough period. 


“They are asking for State relief. There is no w/ternative. 
The Red Cross has been helpful but what the society is 
offering is not enough,” he said. 


The people paid very high prices for mealie meal, 
exceeding the cost of the commodity in urban areas and 
could not understand why it was so expensive when the 
Government spoke of a surplus. 


““We have been trying to explain that the Government is 
progressively withdrawing the subsidy but they do not 
understand. The price of mealie meal across Zambezi 
river is 300 to 400 percent higher than in the towns”’. 


Residents in the area from Kalabo to Senenga “are 
having it tough since the agricultural potential there and 
in the rest of the: province was very low.” 


Cde Sipalo, who returned from a tour of Mongu at the 
weekend, said there were “many complaints” about the 
high cost of living in the province. 


Asked whether State relief would possibly be extended to 
the province, he said “after tours we usually report to 
relevant authorities. They will know what to do.” 
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* Japanese Aid To Continue Without IMF Accord 
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[Text] Japanese aid to Zambia will not be affected by the 
present lack of agreement between Zambia and the IMF 
and the World Bank, an embassy spokesman said in 
Lusaka yesterday. 


Commenting on the acceptance of a policy framework 
paper prepared by Zambia by the two lending institu- 
tions, the spokesman said Japan had never changed her 
position even when Zambia ditched IMF economic 
reforms in May 1987. 


“When Zambia abandoned the IMF programme, we did 
not stop (disbursing aid). there is no need to change. We 
will continue as usual.” 


The French government however is still waiting for the 
Zambian Government to sign a formal agreement with 
the two lending bodies before lifting the ban on aid. 


An embassy spokesman said what had happened so far 
following Finance and Planning Minister Cde Gibson 
Chigaga’s meeting with the IMF and World Bank in New 
York was that the paper had been accepted and a support 
group would be organized to help Zambia. 


France is among the five major contributors to the IMF 
and World Bank funds. 


Cde Chigaga in a Wednesday Press briefing said: 


“The IMF and the World Bank reviewed the paper and 
found it acceptable. The committee of the World Bank 
passed the paper on September 12, while the IMF 
executive endorsed it on September 15.” 


Several Western nations withdrew aid to Zambia after 
May | in 1987. 
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Burkina Faso 


* Compaore’s ‘Praetorian Politics’ Examined 
34000150A London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
in English 6 Oct 89 pp 5-6 


[First three paragraphs in box] 


[Text] The official version of the alleged mid-September 
coup attempt by Captain Henri Zongo and Comman.-: 
dant Jean-Baptiste Lingani was that Zongo, accompa- 
nying President Blaise Compaore on his trip to China, 
left Beijing early and had a long stop-over in Paris, where 
he conspired with Lingani and Captain Gilbert Diengur. 
The latter, loyal to Compaor, denounced the plot and 
arrested Zongo and Lingani. 


The unofficial theory is that, in fact, the opposite hap- 
pened: Diengur, acting as an agent provocateur, told 
Zongo and Lingani of a plot to overthrow Compaor and 
then arrested them almost immediately. The two con- 
fessed and were executed without trial within a few 
hours. 


Zongo’s and Lingani’s confessions were broadcast on 
national radio. Lin gani’s account of how he was told by 
Dienguer about a planned coup was emotionless and 
ambivalent. Zongo was rather more angry, openly calling 
the whole affair a frame-up. 


President Blaise Compaor and his formidable parachute 
regiment are now the undisputed masters of Burkina 
Faso. After killing President Thomas Sankara in October 
1987, they have now ridded themselves of the two 
remaining leaders of the captains’ revolution of 1983, 
Commandant Jean- Baptiste Lingani, Minister of Peo- 
ple’s Defence and Security, and Captain Henri Zongo, 
Minister of Economic Development. In every case, the 
elite para-commandos of the P garrison carried out the 
killings. 

The main archituct of Sankara’s death, Capt. Gilbert 
Diengur, is also the man who brought down Lingani and 
Zongo. Diengur is the real number two of the govern- 
ment. He is at the same time commander of the P 
parachute regiment, director of military intelligence, and 
in charge of security in the Political Bureau of the 
Organisation dmocratique et populaire - mouvement du 
travail, the single party which Compaor is currently 
setting up. 


Diengur’s principal aides are Lieutenants Gaspard Som 
and Alain Bongian. These young officers, diehard sup- 
porters of Compaor, are feared throughout the country. 


Apart from the parachutists, the other main arm of 
Compaor’s military power is the Rgiment oprationnel de 
dfense de la scurit de I'tat, a special force commanded by 
the president's cousin, Capt. Tibo Oudraogo and con- 
sisting of 75 men trained in Togo by Israeli instructors. 
Togo’s president Gnassingb Eyadma, who himself came 
to power by killing his predecessor, is one of Compaor’s 
closest allies in Africa. 
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The machinations of elite groups of soldiers are now 
crucial to power in Burkina Faso. Sankara’s 1987 down- 
fall was precipitated by his decision to set up a special 
security force under the late Vincent Sigu, a psycho- 
pathic killer who would go to any lengths to carry out 
Sankara’s orders. It was this which provoked Compaor 
and his comrades to react when they did. Now, the P 
para-commandos and the state security regiment are the 
true arbiters of power in Burkina Faso, wholly devoted 
to Compaor. 


Lingani’s and Zongo’s decline has been evident for more 
than a year as they were sidelined in successive ministe- 
rial reshuffles. Despite keeping impressive titles they had 
lost control of any troops and could not easily have 
planned a coup against the all-powerful Compaor despite 
the fact that Lingani was, in theory at least, commander 
in chief of the army. Zongo was a communications 
officer who, under Sankara, had had nominal command 
of the elite battalion based at Kambois, a key garrison 
since its is on the edge of Ouagadougou. In fact, even in 
those days Zongo was shadowed by another officer who 
was the effective commander of the Kambois garrison. 
Sankara had entrusted this position to a close ally,. Capt. 
Michel Koama. It is no coincidence that when the P 
para- commandos launched their coup in October 1987, 
they began by killing Koama as a prelude to their murder 
of Sankara. Since then, Kambois garrison has been under 
the orders of Gaspard Som. 


There seems little doubt that Lingani and Zongo were led 
into a trap by Compaor and Diengur. Although they no 
longer posed a military threat to Compaor, they were a 
considerable political obstacle. When he came to power 
in October 1987, Compaor declared that he would 
remain faithful to Sankara’s radical policies. He made 
this promise because the social base of the government 
remains the army and the petty bourgeoisie who remain 
attached to Sankara’s brand of revolutionary rhetoric. 
However it rapidiy became apparent that, in policy 
matters, Compaor took a very different line from San- 
kara. He aimed to liberalise the economy, to build 
relations with the West and to instal a dictatorship of a 
type depressingly familiar elsewhere in Africa (AC Vol 
29 No 24). Zongo and Lingani were obstacles to these 
development since their presence was a visible reminder 
of the past. They had often expressed their disagree- 
ments with Compaor’s entourage in its attempts to 
reverse some of the developments of the Sankara years. 


It seems Compaor is well on the way to erecting a 
ruthless military dictatorship. Here too neighbouring 
Togo serves as an example to be imitated in the creation 
of a single ruling party to camouflage the government's 
military nature. In party matters also, Compaor takes all 
the decisions, such as sacking the ex-foreign minister, 
Jean-Marc Palm, in April because his party, the Groupe 
communiste burkinab, had complain_J about the cre- 
ation of a single party. Shortly before this, the Secretary 
of State for Town Planning, Mose Traor, was fired, 
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officially on the grounds of indiscipline, but ir fact 
because he was opposed to the government's overtires 
towards the political right. 

While the left-wing groups which form the embryo of his 
ruling party engage in infantile polemics, Compaor is 
building ever-closer links with the old political class. He 
has already cemented an alliance with the archbishop of 
Ouagadougou, Cardinal Paul Zoungrana, and with the 
young moro-naba, the descendant of the kings of the 
Mossi people, whose influence remains considerable. 
Compaor has restored free electricity and water to the 
moro-naba’s palace, cut off by Sankara, and has given 
him a new Mercedes. There are increasing signs of an 
emergent Mossi lobby which includes ex-Colonel Bar- 
thimy Komassr. The government is also putting out 
feelers to Herman Yamogo, son of ex-President Maurice 
Yamogo, and to the veteran former mayor of Ouaga- 
dougou Joseph Oudraogo. The old politicians or their 
nominees are pressing Compaor to get rid of the young 
radicals who surrounded Sankara. 


The execution of Lingani and Zongo reinforces the belief 
that the young officers who came to power in 1983 
introduced a new tradition: political assassination. 


Nigeria 


* Babangida Out-Maneuvers Politicians 


34000188A London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
in English 20 Oct 89 pp 2-4 


(Article: “Nigeria: Taking On the Politicians”) 


[Text] More facts are now emerging about the latest twist 
in the troubled political transition programme. In a 
move which caught practically everyone by surprise, 
President Ibrahim Babangida refused to approve any of 
the six parties short-listed by the national Electoral 
Commission (NEC). The government was to have 
chosen two parties from this short-list but instead it 
disbanded all 13 parties that had applied for registration 
and created two totally new parties by military fiat. 
These are to be known as the Social Democratic Party 
and the National Republican Convention. 


The move sent shock-waves through the country’s major 
political power centres. So complete was the element of 
surprise that the press, which thrives on speculation, 
found itself wrong-footed. Leading members of the 
short-listed parties, who had been enjoying a high degree 
of visibility in recent weeks, quickly disappeared from 
public view. 

The development has made the politica! scene even more 
volatile. The threat of a crackdown on troublemakers 
which accompanied General Babangida’s 7 October 
broadcast to the nation indicates the kind of reaction the 
military authorities expect from Nigeria’s testy political 
class once it recovers from the initial shock. 


FBIS-AFR-89-233-S 
6 December 1989 


For wecks before the 5 October meeting of the Armed 
Forces Ruling Council (AFRC), informed sources in 
Lagos believed that the government would be guided in 
its choice by the NEC’s recommendations. This view was 
lent credence by the effusive praises Babangida show- 
ered on its chairman, Professor Humphrey Nwosu, while 
receiving the Commission’s report at Dodan Barracks on 
26 September. In retrospect, all this now seems to have 
been more a gesture for public consumption than a 
personal endorsement. 


Sources close to the government claimed that, in fact, the 
government was angered by what it saw as the NEC’s 
buck-passing and its failure to come up with a firm 
recommendation about the future of the parties, despite 
its severe indictment of their lack of organisation and 
vision. Babangida was said to be particularly disturbed 
by security reports linking the four jeading political 
formations to certain prominent banned politicians and 
specific religious and tribal organisations. The leading 
group, the People’s Solidarity Party, was chaired by 
Alhaji Mohammed Arzika, a son-in-law of former Pres- 
ident Shehu Shagari. The second party, the Nigeria 
National Congress, had as its deputy chairman Ahmadu 
Kurfi, the former executive secretary of the Federal 
Electoral Commission (FEDECO) and a cousin of Gen. 
Usman Katsina, army chief of staff during the rule of 
Gen. Yakubu Gowon. 


For weeks before the conclusion of the NEC’s verifica- 
tion exercise, Babangida had been dropping heavy hints 
that he was none too enthusiastic about the new breed of 
politicians. He seized every opportunity to express his 
disapproval. At the annual GUARDIAN newspapers’ 
public lecture in July, he castigated educated Nigerians 
for abandoning the political field to ‘illiterates’. The case 
of the new parties—and the ‘new breed’—was hardly 
helped by a 21-point affidavit sworn towards the end of 
September of Alhaji Babatunde Ahmed, a former editor 
of the Sunday NEW NIGERIAN. In his statement, 
Ahmed alleged that two leading parties (according to 
NEC criteria), the People’s Front of Nigeria (PFN) and 
the Liberal Convention (LC), were fronts for two prom- 
inent figures; Doctor Olusola Saraki, former senate 
leader of the ruling party ousted in 1983, the National 
Party of Nigeria, and Major-Gen. Shehu Yar'Adua, the 
former number two in Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo’s gov- 
ernment, who has never hidden his presidential ambi- 
tions. 


Ahmed has had a running battle with the Northern 
feudal establishment. In January 1984, he petitioned the 
then new military government of Gen. Mohammadu 
Buhari over Malam Abba Dabo’s attempts to dislodge 
him from the editorship of his paper. Dabo had relin- 
quished the editorship to become press secretary to the 
previous president, Shagari. An embarrassed Buhari 
government was forced to ease Dabo out, only to quietly 
appoint him managing director of the government- 
owned Triumph newspaper group. With the lifting of the 
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ban on politics, Dabo subsequently emerged as chair- 
person of the LC, popularly known as the ‘party of 
millionaires’. 


This latest development on the political scene must then 
be seen as another round in a sophisticated power-play 
between the president and the old politicians. Babangida 
has made no secret of his determination to destroy the 
power-base of the banned political class. With the left- 
wing in disarray, weakened both by ferocious govern- 
ment onslaughts and its own internal rights, Babangida 
appears bent on imposing his political formula on the 
contentious conservative right-wing. 


Sources close to the presidency say that the government 
toyed with several options before reaching the decision 
to ban all the parties. One option involved choosing two 
of the middle-ranking parties, the PFN and LC, which 
were relatively free from what Babangida described in 
his address to the nation as ‘ethnic and religious bigotry’. 
This option was discarded when it was discovered these 
parties had entered into secret merger agreements with 
the bigger parties. Our sources also say that the NEC and 
the government considered the remaining parties lacked 
clout and would have been easy candidates for political 
hijacking. 


The politicians are howling with rage after being 
out-manoeuvred by a general 


With this latest move, Babangida has raised the stakes in 
his struggle with the political class. Now the preliminary 
rounds are over, events should move towards an 
intriguing climax. Now that the general has direct con- 
trol of the two parties, it is expected that he will impose 
his political doctrine on them and prevent their being 
hijacked. He may also be able to impose a leading 
technocrat unsoiled by political or tribal stains as the 
country’s next leader. Among those being touted are 
Rilwanu Lukman, the quietly efficient oil minister and 
current chairman of the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countrics (OPEC), and Chief Olu Falaiye, 
secretary to the government. This skilled and widely- 
respected economist is known to have the ear of 
Babangida. He is also believed to be the driving intellec- 
tual force behind the government's political and eco- 
nomic programmes. Both men would be trusted to 
continue the government’s pro-Western policies. 


Babangida may not find this easy to pull off. The 
articulate and increasingly restive populace may resent 
being politically spoon-fed. The old political class, faced 
with the real threat of extinction, will put up stiff 
resistance. Its ranks will now be swollen by several 
retired generals with political ambitions or vested inter- 
ests, former top civil servants, leading journalists and 
scions of Nigeria’s leading political families. All these, 
who have now seen their ambitions scuttled, may not be 
willing to forgive so soon. If they are to forget their 
traditional wranglings and establish links with other 
disaffected sections of society, the government could 
find itself seriously threatened. 
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The government will be expected to play off the new 
recruits to its parties against the banned group. This is a 
strategy it has successfully employed in the past. Should 
this fail, Babangida will fall back on his principal con- 
stituency: the armed forces. He seemed to have been 
anticipating this confrontation as far back as February 
when he decided to streamline and reconstitute the 
AFRC. The old AFRC was developing conflicting 
interest groups that made it virtually impossible to take 
tough decisions, according to security sources. 
Babangida was particularly angered when the news of the 
general ban on politicians was leaked. 


The absolute secrecy which accompanied his latest move 
shows how far he has been able to bend the AFRC to his 
will. The next few months will show whether he can 
repeat this feat with the political class and the population 
at large. Early reports indicate that the government’s 
latest move has received guarded endorsement among 
Nigerians. These include leading figures such as Nobel 
laureate Wole Soyinka, and social crusader Tai Solarin. 
Both men had publicly and strongly disagreed with 
Babangida in the recent past. 


* Babangida’s New Populist Policies Viewed 


34000189B Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN 
in English 30 Oct 89 pp 19-23 


[Article by Godwin Agbroko with reports from Okey 
Ekeocha, Wale Alna, and Abdul Oroh: “IBB’s Jigsaw; 
President Babangida Manoeuvres on Populist Terrain”] 


[Text] October 1, 1985. It was just a little over five weeks 
into the life of the administration, and the President's 
first major public outing occasioned by the silver jubilee 
celebration of Nigeria’s independence. General Ibrahim 
Babangida, his trademark gap-toothed smile in place, 
was charmingly turned out in an immaculate ceremonial 
dress at the Tafawa Balewa Square to take the salute at 
the National Day parade. 


By the time he stepped out of the canopy to proceed to 
the dais, it was drizzling. An aide feeling concerned at 
the President’s welfare ran to shield him from the 
elements with a king-sized umbrella. Gently brushing the 
umbrel’ i asiue, Babangida walked resolutely away, 
apparently unmindful of his won comfort. 


That gesture was symbolic although it passed many 
Nigerians by, unnoticed and unremarked. It was the 
President's attempt to cultivate the image of a folksy 
leader—very much like the other fellow down the 
block——who was not unused to a little suffering here and 
there like any of his followers. 


Ironically, the picture the President sought to cut for 
himself from the beginning seemed snuffed out quite 
early in the life of the administration. Now into the fifth 
year in office, the President has engineered an overpow- 
ering resurgence which suggests compellingly that he is 
clearly headed on a course of populism of sorts. Coinci- 
dentally, the day President Babangida chose to drive the 
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message home was again the anniversary of Nigeria’s 
independence. Fast acquiring the toga of master of 
symbolism, the President decided that in keeping with 
the economic mood of the country, the observance of the 
National Day would be shorn of loud and expensive 
celebrations, particularly at the national level. That was 


expected. 


What most Nigerians never anticipated and which took 
them completely by surprise was a government 
announcement on that day that a People’s Bank of 
Nigeria (PBN) will be launched the following day to cater 
solely to the interest of the poor. To the under-privileged 
of Nigeria, that day’s event had every bit of symbolism 
about it. The choice of launching site was the sprawling 
slums of Ajegunle, a quintessence of urban blight and 
planlessness. Akin to what he did four years before, the 
President this time around, deliberately shunned a red 
carpet spread out to the dais. Rather, he walked on the 
bare earth, made soggy from the morning's drizzle. For 
this, he received a populist ovation from the excited 
crowd. 


Even labour veteran, Michael Imoudu, the octogenarian 
who was hounded just four months back by security 
officials for attempting to participate in a seminar to 
discuss alternatives to the administrations’ gruelling 
Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) was at the 
launching. As the President was cutting the tape to 
commission the bank, the old man defied his almost 90 
years and stood up, chanting a song in his dialect, 
apparently praising the government's exertions on behalf 
of the poor. 


Paschal Bafyau, the President of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress had fulsome praise for the administration. “A 
bank for the people without collateral is a progressive 
step,” he declared. He could not however resist the 
Oliver Twist nature of unionists when he demanded 
more concessions from the government by identifying 
itself positively with the common people through the 
setting up of political structures for them. Even in this, 
the labour leader appeared to have been prescient as 
events were to show a few days later. 


Babangida’s identification with the people went even as 
far as his choice of language. At a point in his speech, he 
descended from the elitist high horse of standard English 
to take up Pidgin English, a sort of lingua franca of the 
southern poor of Nigeria. Said he: “Dis na una bank O, 
make una use am well... Una go fit borrow money. Una 
go fit trade proper; gain go boku... suffer suffer go end, 
Nigeria go better.” 


That was not all. The President who turned an emer- 
gency banker gave out loans amounting to 150,000 naira 
to the first set of 150 beneficiaries. The bank’s lending 
capacity is between 50 naira - 2,000 naira on a five 
percent interest without a collateral and to be repaid in a 
maximum of 52 weeks. The very first beneficiary, Mrs. 
Hannah Ilogehe, a seamstress, captured the populist 
mood graphically. When called to give a vote of thanks, 
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she had to delay the proceedings, for about three min- 
utes, the time it took her to run away to keep the money 
safely in her shop right opposite the bank. “I was rather 
nervous about meeting the President,” she later told the 
press. “I thought I would trip over or that my head tie 
would collapse, but luckily, nothing embarrassing 
occurred. It’s just that my voice is now hoarse.” 


If Imoudu’s presence at the venue was a surprise, then 
Tai Solorin’s appointment as Chairman of the Bank was 
even more intriguing. During the anti-SAP demonstra- 
tions in May, the rioters circulated a documeni whose 
contents were purportedly culled from EBONY maga- 
zine. In that unsigned document, President Babang'da 
was rumoured to own mind-boggling wealth abroad. 
Solarin who came in contact with this document of 
doubtful origin later circulated his own version in which 
he not only repeated the allegations but also called on the 
President to either refute them and sue EBONY for 
defamation, or resign from office immediately. 


In the thinking of agents of the State Security Service 
(SSS), the signature of Solarin, a highly reputable educa- 
tionist and long-standing critic of public policy, on his 
own version of the document was nothing if not confer- 
ring a halo of authenticity on the baseless allegations. He 
was promptly picked up from his Ikenne home, brought 
down to Lagos and clamped into detention. 


In what could be described as attempts to publicly 
defrock Solarin as a credible critic, he was brought on 
network television and verbally clobbered by a faceless 
security agent, who allowed him little or no time to catch 
his asthmatic breath to offer a reply. The goal of Solarin’s 
inquisitor, so it seemed, was to show up the critic as a 
mere rabble rouser, an intellectual fraud who had no 
respect whatsoever for facts and evidence, including the 
methodology of research. If the intention was to humble 
Solarin, the tactic appeared not to have worked as he left 
his interrogator not only unrepentant but even more 
combative. Upon his release, he declared that he has had 
an irrevocable breach with the Babangida administra- 
tion. 


Even before a month was up, Solarin again had a 
head-on collision with State Security officials—another 
fall-out of the same SAP-related riots of May. In June, 
Chief Gani Fawehinmi, a Lagos lawyer and leading 
opposition to the Babangida administration was arrested 
in his chambers, together with Imoudu and Solarin, for 
attempting to hold a seminar that would have discussed 
alternatives to the government’s economic programme 
of structural adjustment. While Fawehinmi was held in 
detention, the other two were allowed to go free probably 
on account of their advanced ages and fragile physique. 
Solarin is 71 years and an asthmatic. In the event of 
Fawehinmi’s solitary confinement in Gashua Prisons in 
Borno State some 1,800 kilometres from Lagos, Solarin 
quickly converted himself to the rallying point for the 
Gani Freedom Solidarity Association (GSFA). At the 
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time of his appointment to head the People’s Bank, he 
was still very much the fulcrum of agitations for Fawe- 
hinmi’s freedom. 


Apparently, Solarin’s acceptance of the government’s 
offer was an indication that his breach with the admin- 
istration would never go far enough where the welfare of 
the masses was concerned. Explaining his presence at the 
launching to inquisitive journalists, he said: “I am 
involved, that’s why I am here. I am the chairman of the 
board of directors...It (the bank) is an excellent idea.” 
What the bank stands to redress could not have been put 
better than the President himself who said in a speech 
dripping with populist rhetorics amidst intermittent 
applause from the Ajegunle crowd: “Any society where 
few enjoy the good things of life while the rest suffer is an 
unjust society.” 


The bank, according to him, was an indirect “scheme for 
income generation and redistribution.” Waxing philo- 
sophical, the President noted that the government 
undertook the scheme because of its belief that “the 
economic and social well-being of the masses is the 
ultimate purpose of good government.” 


If the establishment of the People’s Bank caught the 
nation napping, the series of actions the President took 
in the next few days were even more breath-taking even 
as they were apparently placatory cf frayed national 
nerves. For eight months, Femi Abor'shade, the editor of 
the LABOUR MILITANT was held in detention without 
trial under Decree 2. Despite the :xertions of the com- 
mittee for Defence of Human Rights in Nigeria and 
sundry organisations and individuals on his behalf, the 
administrations’ ears appeared nailed to the post where 
the freedom of the leftist radical was concerned. Came 
October 4 and the nation woke up to hear that Abor- 
ishade had regained his freedom. 


Nigerians were yet to savour fully the release of Abor- 
ishade, when two days later, Alhaji Balarabe Musa was 
set free, only two days shy of being in detention for five 
months. Musa, a former Governor of Kaduna State and 
about the only old politician declared corruption-free by 
the Babangida administration was denied his basic 
freedom under Decree 2 even after the tribunal to which 
he had been charged for disrupting the political transi- 
tion programme had granted him bail. In rapid succes- 
sion, Fawehinmi was released to the Ooni of Ife, Oba 
Okunade Sijuwade on October 15 after having spent 121 
days in solitary confinement. Like Balarabe Musa, the 
bail granted to Fawehinmi by the tribunal trying him for 
disruption of the transition programme meant practi- 
cally nothing to his freedom. True to the ‘prediction’ of 
then government lawyer,—now Justice Abiodun Kess- 
ington,—that Fawehinmi’s bail would be in vain, the 
detainee was re-arrested under Decree 2 immediately he 
stepped out of the tribunal, September 18, and flown to 
Gashua. 


Release of detainees apart, the President had packed into 
the first half of October other equally fundamental 
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measures that smacied of the “common man’s” touch. 
On the eve of the historic October 5 meeting of the 
Armed Forces Ruling Council (AFRC) in Abuja, Presi- 
dent Babangida took a symbolic ride in the coach of the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation to Abeokuta and Ibadan. 
The month before, his number two man, Vice-Admiral 
Augustus Aikhomu, took a similar ride. The populist 
dimension to these trips was liter:lly worn on the sleeve 
by the train driver. In his elation, he likened the hand- 
shakes he had with the first two citizens of the nation to 
keeping a date with the Almighty himself. The populist 
stut¥ apart, the corporation sees the gesture of the 
administration as proof that its services have been so 
improved that if they had not already got there—they are 
well on the way to being patronised even by kings. 


Back from the train trip, the President jetted the same 
evening of October 4 to Abuja for the AFRC meeting 
scheduled for the following morning to discuss the 
registration of poliiica! parties. The outcome of the 
two-day merting was what the media have now dubbed 
“The Abuja Declaration.” There, the AFRC rejected all 
the six political associations which ine National Elec- 
toral Commission (NEC) placed before it for consider- 
ation as unworthy of the politics of the Third Republic. 
And by legislative fiat, the administration, all on its own, 
fathered two brand new political parties where all will be 
“joiners” and no “founders.” The name of the game this 
time is “Two-party Grassroots Democracy”, the hope 
being that egalitarianism will reign supreme within the 
structures of the party. This grassroots democracy could 
well be the answer to Bafyau’s prayer to the President at 
Ajegunle. 


To give effect to these hopes, the government has under- 
taken to finance the two parties and has appointed 
secretaries to register members who shall do so not only 
in their wards of residence but also as individuals. More 
to the point, the administration has sworn to pui on hold 
the extent to which “money bags” can influence their 
positions and authority within the parties. 


All of these measures, taken with such rapidity have 
exacerbated the difficulty in reading the Babangida pres- 
idency accurately. Questions, many of them previously 
asked, have suddenly taken a new urgency. What's the 
President up to? Is he merely playing a survivalist game 
or is he softening the nation for the reception of a 
yet-to-be-known but fundamental policy? Is he merely 
inconsistent or is he displaying a latent populist streak? 
Is he just being mindful of his place in history or is he 
genuinely concerned about social engineering? Or is 
he....? 


Varied as they are, the questions predictably draw mixed 
responses. Even as disparate as the angles from which 
they read the President, political observers seem to have 
settled opinions of what they see. Dr. Segun Johnson, a 
political science lecturer at the Lagos State University 
(LASU), Lagos, has a compelling logic that is as novel as 
it is interesting. According to him, the introduction of 
the People’s Bank has nothing to do with a survivalist 
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strategy. Rather, he sees it as a deliberate policy to 
expose how bankrupt and fraudulent the masses can be. 


In a theory that smacks of revenge, Dr. Johnson holds 
that Babangida’s intention is to challenge the moral 
credibility and sincerity of the masses and their sup- 
porters who fuelled, and participated in the May riots as 
to how honestly they will manage a project christened in 
their name. According to him, the President after col- 
lating information on the moral bankruptcy of the 
masses, will tongue-lash them as being culpable of the 
same sins they accuse governmental officials of. The 
reasoning is that if the masse and their leaders are 
indictable, just as he has bashed the elite twice this year, 
then nobody would have the moral justification to crit- 
icise the administration. 


Not everyone has Johnson's “booby trap theory” of the 
People’s Bank. His colleague at the university, Abubakar 
Momoh, attributes Babangida’s populism, including the 
establishment of the bank, as a response to the 
depressing conditions of Nigerians induced by 1n unpop- 
ular economic reconstruction programme. Aci ording to 
him, the widespread anti-SAP riots in May .nd June 
shook the regime to its foundation, thus leading to the 
relief measures and a sudden access of populism to cool 
off the anger and disaffection of the people. Abubakar 
would rather see the whole thing along with the release of 
detainees as “a vindication of the peoples struggles 
against inhuman policies” and mass resistat.ce against 
injustice. 


To Sambo Bako, a lecturer of political science at the 
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, the President’s actions 
are well fitted into a grand scheme: to create his own 
popular base. To do this, Bako theorises, the President 
has had to aim for “the long haul” through a systematic 
selection of allies from sensitive groups and from pop- 
ular organisations. Admits he: “Definitely a lot of rec- 
onciliation is going on. The attempt is to turn former 
opponents into authentic spokesmen of the regime.” All 
of this, according to Bako, is based on Babangida’s 
interest in those who succeed him. 


Populism Is a Form of Political Prostitution 


Populism as a political tendency has its roots in the not 
too distant political past. Dr. Akin Oyebode, a law 
lecturer at the University of Lagos situates what the 
growing phenomenon means to the Babangida adminis- 
tration in an interview with THE AFRICAN GUARD- 
IAN’s Okey Ekeocha: 


On What Populism Seeks To Achieve 


It arises when those in power realise that the continua- 
tion of their rule depends on their ability to grant 
concessions to the down-trodden in order to avoid a 
mass uprising or a revolutionary change. 
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On Its Historical Background 


It can be traced to the earlier practices of Mussolini's 
(Italy), Hitler's (Germany) and the Peronist movement 
in Argentina. In the case of Mussolini, it arose as a result 
of the collapse of the Italian economy, and the need to 
fine-tune the economy and give it a re-direction. He 
succeeded in reinvigorating the economy through 
reforms such as debt repudiation, nationalisation of 
assets, purposeful leadership and awakening of the 
nationalists sentiments among the Italians. 


The same could be said about the Peronist movement, 
which arose as an attempt to emasculate the revolu- 
tionary demands of the working class movement in 
alliance with the peasantry. It combined the revolu- 
tionary energy of the working class movement with those 
of the liberal bourgeoisie in their struggle against the 
landed aristocracy. The attendant effects were the cre- 
ation of People’s Bank, the provision of social services 
and the institutionalisation of radical land reforms. 
These policies not only arrested revolutionary pressures 
from below, but discouraged the working class move- 
ment from associating with the radical Ernesto Che- 
Guevera and his revolutionary politics in Cuba. 


However, the policy collapsed as a result of the inability 
of President Augusto Peron to meet the increasing 
demands of the down-trodden and the subsequent inter- 
vention of the military in 1964. 


The Babangida Example 


It can be analysed from two broad perspectis, the 
domestic and international situation, which compelled 
the regime to adopt some measure of populism to 
survive. 


Hitherto, General Babangida had thought that he had a 
monopoly of the Nigerian political scene. Drawing con- 
clusions from this notion, he instituted his retrogressive 
Structural Adjustment Programme. Having, systemati- 
cally ‘atomised’ the opposition, Babangida embarked 
upon a policy aimed at integrating the economy into the 
firm grips of multi-national corporations and their finan- 
cial masters. The students-led anti-SAP protest caught 
the regime unawares and eroded its credibility among 
the Nigerian people. It was in response to dee»-rooted 
disaffection among the people that President Babangida 
embarked upon present measures aimed at under-cutting 
the constituency of the radical left and its allied mass- 
organisation. 


On Its International Dimensions 


The release of Gani, Balarabe Musa and Aborishade is a 
diplomatic coup staged at the eve of the Commonwealth 
heads of government meeting in Malaysia. It is a strategy 
of shoving up the international credibility of the regime 
in terms of its human rights policy. Secondly, General 
Babangida would in January pay a state visit to the 
United States. With the increasing international criti- 
cisms and pressures of human rights organisations, and 
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of even external creditors, the actions are directed 
towards under-cutting these demands, as well as to 
cleanse the image of the administration. 


Populism is a form of political prostitution, which in the 
end may not achieve any significant change. It cannot 
obliterate the present condition, it can only cushion off 
effects of capitalism in the countr’ 


The theory of grand design and a popular base squares 
with the thinking of Dr. Tanimu Abubakar of the English 
Department, ABU. Here, the grand design expresses 
itself in the various debates—Politbureau, Constituent 
Assembly, party registration exercise, etc,—aimed at 
determining who is who in the country, thereby verifying 
the existing pressure points. “IBB,” he says of the 
President,“ is such a man that once he discovers even 
potential opposition, he attempts to penetrate and 
destroy it.” Abubakar sees “the formation of the two 
parties as an attempt to create a dominant section within 
the political class that will be attached to him.” 
Having discovered that “there is no real opposition on 
the ground”, the President, according to Abubakar, is 
now using “every available means to restructure the 
Nigerian society in such a way that it will become a state 
of a fairly sophisticated class.” He characterised this as 
“a form of romanticised fascism.” He finds ample evi- 
dence in what he sees as the convergence of the populist 
stance of the regime's rhetorics and its real political 
manoeuvres. He foresees the next opponents of the 
regime as the radicals, the administration having taken 
care of the bourgeoisie and cultured assiduously, the 
masses. 


Others believe the war with the radicals is already on. 
Onuora Nwuneli, a professor of Mass Communication at 
the University of Lagos is one. Says he: “President 
Babangida's tactical manoeuvre in the last few weeks is 
aimed at pulling the rug off the feet of Nigerian radi- 
cals.” Describing the President's initiative as “a classic 
political move to capture power from the grassroots,” he 
interprets the action as a challenge to the Nigerian left in 
their own constituency to come out and compete in the 
political terrain under the rules and guidelines set up by 
the President himself. 


Thus, he views the establishment of the People’s Bank, 
the grassroots two-party system, Tai Solarin’s ascen- 
dancy and the recent release of detainees as tailored 
towards drawing these controversial but popular Nige- 
rians into the terrain to expose their limitations to the 
masses. The communication scholar and former infor- 
mation commissioner in Anambra State, sees it all from 
the perspective of a battle for the mind. “The adminis- 
tration,” he observes, “is moving away from the struc- 
tural oriented nature of our development to the minds of 
our people in order to build confidence among the 
masses for the greater task of nation building.” 

For Olisah Agbakoba, lawyer and president of the Civil 
Liberties Organisation, “the fact tha Babangida has 
released people at all is commendable."”” What worries 
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him however is that the President has not gone far 
enough. The argument is that Babangida has addressed 
only those cases of detainees that were already “in the 
public eye.” He says that “if the President had addressed 
the issue of unknown persons in detention, then it 
becomes possible for one to say that he had not taken the 
step for cosmetic purposes but because he’s truly con- 
cerned and touched about what is going on.” 


To Information Minister Prince Tony Momoh, all of this 
would not hold muster. “Only people who are short- 
sighted,” he argues, “would see human rights merely in 
the context of a few people in detention.” To have a 
correct perspective, he says people should “take a global 
view of the issue which has brought about a general 
review of obsolete laws, creation of a more conducive 
business atmosphere, promulgation of a new Enterprises 
Promotion Decree, Company Act and Copyright Law.” 


Is the recent release of prominent detainees a political 
gimmickry? Momoh disagrees: “I’m sure a lot of people 
now know that IBB is not swayed by emotions and 
pressures.” What motivates the presidential decision- 
taking process? “Guidance,” Momc’ says, is the word: 
“What I mean is, he removes personal sentiments and 
impulses from his decision process. He opens his minds, 
puts all cards on the table and stiffles voices of deceit 
such as some‘dictatorial’ rulers may mistake for divine 
guidance.” 

Are these ‘guided’ decisions right? Will they stand the 
test of time? Within the immediate present, all this is 
debatable. What seems settled however, is that IBB, as 
Nigerians fondly call their President, would because of 
the far-reaching consequences of his policies and pro- 
grammes, get a generous mention in Nigeria's history. 
Which way that judgement will tilt is a critical question 
for the future. 


* Dissolved Parties Said To Be Funded by Rich 


34000188B Ikeja THE NIGERIAN ECONOMIST 
in English 30 Oct 89 pp 27-28 


[Article: “Parties Give Poor Impressions] 


[Text] When wealthy politicians run a poor party, the 
chances are high that they will hijack the party with their 
money. Before giving loans and donations to the party, 
they will demand certain rights and privileges that would 
otherwise not have been granted. That is, in fact, the 
situation which the Main Guidelines on the Formation 
of Political Parties sought to avoid in its parts C and E. 
The said parts required political associations seeking 
registration to declare the assets and liabilities of both 
the association and its national executive committee 
members. The Guidelines also require that the nature 
and sources of the assets and liabilities ‘must’ be clearly 
indicated. 

The assets declared by the political associations, how- 
ever, indicated a trend where wealthy politicians were 
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running poor parties. Ideally, membership dues consti- 
tute a greater proportion of tlt funds of a political 
association that is widely spre: 1. Apart from Peoples 
Front of Nigeria, none of the other six political associa- 
tions that did the final contest had any funds derived 
from membership dues and levies. Even for Peoples 
Front, the funds derived from this source was only 
N453,000 compared to donations and loans totalling 
N2,240,310. The sources of the donations and loans 
were, contrary to the requirement of the guidelines, not 
stated. 


Peoples Solidarity Party's (PSP) total assets of 
N4,220,000 consists entirely of donations. Nigerian 
National Congress (NNC) derived a piddling N1,000 
from sale of membership cards. Its donations totalling a 
ridiculous N4,702 includes expenses borne by members 
and not charged to th< Association. 

Nigeria Labour Party claimed its national secretariat 
building at Yaba, Lagos, 10 tables and 40 chairs as 
donations and 20 typewriters and three duplicating 
mack ‘nes as loans. It also had loans and overdrafts 
amouating to N23,000, the source of which it did not 
disclose. 

The Republican Party of Nigeria (RPN) derived no 
funds from membership dues like most others. It how- 
ever had donations totalling N455,000 and loans 
amounting to N60,000 from unspecified members. Lib- 
eral Convention also derived no funds from membership 
dues but had donations totalling N4,140,000 and loans/ 
overdrafts of N152,000. The sources of both the loans 
and donations were also not disclosed. With another 
N561,340 in fixed assets, Liberal Convention was by the 
asset declarations, the richest of the six associations with 
total assets of N4,701,340. Its loans and overdrafts 
amount to N152,000. Peoples Solidarity Party ranked 
next with total assets of N4,220,000 and without any 
loans or overdraft. Peoples Front was third with total 
assets of N2,770,500 and loan obligations of N290,310. 
Republican Party followed with assets totalling 
N907,435 and loans/overdrafts of N60,000. Nigeria 
Labour Party did not put a value on its building which 
was nevertheless better than NNC's claim of N5,702. 


* CBN’s New Policies To Spur Nonoil Exports 


34000189A Lagos THISWEEK in English 
23 Oct 89 pp 21-22 


[Article by Deji Adelcye: “Promoting Nonoil Exports; 
Central Bank Disburses 465.81 Million Naira Under Its 
Refinancing and Rediscounting Facility”) 


[Text] With the dissolution of the Commodity Boards in 
1986 and the consequent liberalisation of export trade 
under the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP), the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has become increasingly 
involved in export promotion through refinancing and 
rediscounting facility. Towards this end, a total sum of 
465.81 million naira was disbursed by the CBN for 


FBIS-AFR-89-233-S 
6 December 1989 


exports under the facility between April 1987 and Sep- 


tember 1989, representing a monthly average of 15.53 


This facility, specifically designed to boost nonoil 
exports was being administered by both commercial and 
merchant banks. In this regard, what the CBN does is to 
rediscount commercial bills at concessionary rates and 
also grant secured advances. 


Addressing the Association of Nigerian Exporters at a 
workshop in Lagos last week, CBN’s deputy governor for 
Domestic Operations, Mr. Victor Odozi, said govern- 
ment had to do this because of its committed interest in 
nonoil exports which has made it place export finance 
under the “high priority sectors” for the purpose of 
credit allocation from banks. 


He pointed out that despite the fact that government 
wanted to curb inflation through liquidity squeeze in 
1986, it still provided credit support to the priority 
sectors including exports, by amending the CBN mone- 
tary circular No. 20 of 1986. The amendment directed all 
banks not to reject loan applications for the production 
of exportables and export financing. He, however, stated 
that this concession was grossly abused and became a big 
loophole for granting loans to the non-priority sectors 
and for bursting the o~erali credit ceilings. Because of 
this, the exemption was withdrawn in 1947. 


Although government may not be aware of the extent to 
which the various export incentives were being put in use 
by exporters, Odozi said such measures were neverthe- 
less made to boost exports. These include: 100 percent 
currency retention scheme, tax relief scheme on interest 
from export financing; foreign input facility; export 
credit guarantee scheme, duty draw-back scheme; export 
expansion gra’; export price adjustment scheme; sub- 
sidy for use of local rate materials in export production; 
and export developmeni . ‘nd. 


Others are the abolition of export duties and export 
licensing; supplementary tax relief for export organisa- 
tions enjoying pioneer status; tax relief involving accel- 
erated depreciation and capital allowances and exchange 
rate adjustment. 


In Odozi’s view, SAP has recorded some success in 
export but he added that there is a greater and more 
compelling need to diversity the country’s export base 
from primary produce to manufactures and semi- 
processed products to enhance local value-added and 
mitigate the problems posed by the glut and deteriora- 
tion in the international terminal markets. 


In this regard, Odozi suggested the creation of an export- 
free zone, based by appropriate institutional and infra- 
structural support measures. According to him, it will 
enhance the nation’s export growth, create more employ- 
ment opportunities and skills and above all lead to a 


general economic development. 


Soe Sele ae eee a, 


ners and banks’ market-linkage assistance, etc. 


It is only hoped that Nigerian exporters would respond 
to Odozi's appeal of 


* Reactions To, Causes of Confederation Freeze 


* Consensus Needed on Gambia 


34190365A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
24 Aug 89 p 1 


[Editorial by Babacar Toure] 


[Text] Widely anticipated here and abroad, the speech by 
the president of the republic surprised many national 
political observers, who found it surprisingly short. The 
only really new and tangible announcement by the chief 
of state concerns the freeze of all Senegambian institu- 
tions which, in his words, are not locking gears. 

The announcement was a bitter admission of failure for 
the man who had made the Senegambian Confederation 
a favorite theme despite criticism from both Senegal ana 
Gambia. We must remember, however, that the confed- 
eration was proposed by President Jawara of Gambia, 
and the joint communique of Kaur, which preceded the 
signing in Dakar in 1982 of the confederation treaty, was 
issued at the conclusion of a visit requested by Jawara 
himself to, in his own words, “give the Gambian people 
the opportunity to see President Abdou Diouf and thank 
him publicly.” Ever since, strengthened by the Sene- 
galese army and dragged ove: ‘he coals by the unfor- 
giving opinion of a public that is cunningly poisoned 
against Senegal, Dawda Jawara has consistently dragged 
his feet ir. order to rob the treaty of its real substance. 


Therefore, since it is never too late to set things right, 
Senegal’s decision to give Banjul what it is asking for is 
the logical conclusion of a process that was misguided 
from the start. Senegal gives the appearance of having 
taken the first step, but we must not forget that Jawara 
was a major figure in wnat must be corsidered a unilat 
eral denunciation of the confederation treaty. 


This is what is so extraordinary about the president's 
speech. The same reason‘ ig that has led him since the 
outbreak of the Mauritanian crisis to involve both his 
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citizens and international opinion “at each major turn of 
events” raised expectations for a more detailed expose of 
the circumstances that have derailed the confederation. 


In the absence of this needed official clarification, no one 
wuuld be surprised if tomorrow Jawara, following the 
example of Mauritania, began both at home and abroad 
to alter the facts so as to attribute to Senegal and its 
president the bad will, the freezes, and the duplicity that 
have finally defeated the dreain of Senegambia. We will 
need another full accounting, in addition to the one 
expected soon, on the matter of Bissau. 

Of course, the whole structure of the president's speech 
rested on the ing commitment of the Sene- 
galese people to embrace the Gambians and to whole- 
heartedly work hand in hand to cement the bonds of 
friendship and kinship imposed by our proximity as well 
as our common history. 


This sentiment, I suspect, ruler out the use of invective 
since it intends above all to save anything salvageable. 
But might there be something more important to protect 
than our dignity? Unless the president’s paramount 
concern was for the time being to confine his battles to 
the north, a veritable breeding ground of turbulence, he 
lost the opportunity for a definitive clarification that 
would have the merit, where governments have failed, of 
returning the initiative to the people of Gambia and 
Senegal. 

If, on the other hand, everything was focused for the 
moment on the north, exasperation would show. It 
would deinonstrate grave misjudgment to believe that 
one speech could, by itself, appease both Banjul and 
Bissau and gain time to deal with the emergency in the 
north. 


These neighbors, in fact, took advantage of this emer- 
gency to alter deliberately their relations with Senegal. 
They will not be in any hurry to draw back into their 
shells while the neighbor they envy so much is in such an 
exposed position. 

The one step that could strengthen a president under 
such absurd pressure from public opinion and his polit- 
ical adversaries was an open appeal to all the vital forces 
of the nation for a national mobilization to combat 
foreign adversaries (notably through concrete govern- 
ment initiatives). 

Without this mobilization, Senegal remains vulnerable 
to more disagreeable surprises from those claiming to be 
friends. 


* Confederation a Mistake 


34190365B Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
24 Aug 89 p 8 


[Interviews by Babacar Toure and I. Fall] 
[Text] 
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Abdoulaye Wade: Impass and Defvatism 


Interviewed yesterday evening, immediately following 
the speech by the president of the republic, Mr Abdou- 
laye Wade, leader of the Senegalese Democratic Party 
[PDS], gave the opinion that, “We face a roadblock in 
every direction. I refer to both Mauritania and Gambia.” 


About Gambia, “‘This is the logical outcome of what was 
a mistake from the start. Abdou Diouf should have come 
before the Senegalese people with a referendum. Now we 
have to admit a breakdown. His speech had a tone of 
defeatism and showed no vision. We must show firmness 
rather than vaguely talk about it. In the face of this 
serious and dangerous situation, Mr Abdou Diouf is 
shortchanging several important problems. This is the 
case in the Senegal River Valley, where the situation is 
extremely grave and strained and anything can happen. 
Fle also skirts domestic problems that will not go away 
and can explode at any time. At this critical juncture, I 
am forced to take steps. I will try to find a solution to the 
problems with Mauritania.” 


In spite of the deportations? 


‘**We have to deal with those parties Mauritania turns to 
for support, and that is a feasible step. We have to have 
a genuine diplomatic approach instead of the lethargy 
and the condemnable oversights that have characterized 
the management of this affair. Mr Diouf should have 
ended by announcing his resignation.” 


Abdoulaye Bathily (LD/MPT [Democratic 
League/Movement for the Labor Party}) 


Our country has entered a period of destabilization 
whose origins are domestic. It is revealing that other 
nations perceive this situation. In this troubling and 
serious crisis, we must have a rational reaction and an 
objective approach to the national emergency so we can 
find a democratic solution in the interest of the Sene- 
galese people. Our country needs to rebuild its image 
domestically as well as internationally, and to do that we 
need a solution that involves the representative forces in 
the country. The time for the administration’s political 
maneuvering and for considerations of the survival of 
the PS [Socialist Party] must take a back seat to an 
approach that can bring a lasting solution to the crisis. 


We are ready to help find a durable, comprehensive 
solution but not to shore up a regime, a party, or an 
administration. The present situation shows more 
clearly than ever that the country needs new political 
leadership to deal with the situation. 


As for the confederation, we think this entity as set up no 
longer corresponded with the interests of the Senegalese 
and Gambian people, who were never consulted. 


The conflict with Mauritania, rather than cooling down, 
is growing more catastrophic with every passing day. We 
are on the brink of a war that would be disastrous for 
Mauritania and Senegal. This is the reason we have 
joined the PDS in proposing the constitution of a 
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national commission, which Abdou Diouf, the PS, and 
his administration have rejected. 


Since May we have intervened in Guinea-Bissau to 
control a conflict that erupted in the village of Youtou. 
That problem is now under control. We led the Sene- 
galese Government to a rational step to resolve the 
problem with Guinea- Bissau. 


* New Direction Needed 


34190365C Dakar SUD HF DO in French 
17 Aug 89 p 1 


[Article by Babacar Toure; first paragraph is SUD 
HEBDO introduction] 


[Text] The Confederation of Senegambia appears sick. 
The diverging interests of the two partners in the con- 
federation of “sovereign states” threaten to undermine 
the project whose difficult birth was a preview of its 
growing pains. 


The days of the Senegambian Confederation seem to be 
numbered, judging from the stubborn and openly unco- 
operative attitude of the authorities in Banjul who jump 
at every opportunity to distance themselves further from 
Senegal. Caught between public opinion that is fiercely 
anticonfederation and even anti-Senegalese and the need 
for his own security, assured by the Senegalese Army, 
Dawda Jawara chose to jettison the Kaur pact. The 
economic and monetary union so vital for Senegal is not 
on the horizon. It holds no immediate advantage for 
Gambia, a veritable free zone in the heart of Senegal. 
According to some estimates, the fraud that is common 
practice in Banjul costs Senegal a clear loss of some 20 
billion CFA francs per year. The opposition to economic 
and monetary integration comes essentially from the 
business—or rather opportunist—community of the 
elite of the Aku ethnic group (distantly related to the 
Nigerians and Sierra Leoneans) and from the entourage 
of President Jawara himself, whose ties to “‘business”’ are 
known. Ethnic considerations figure in Gambian 
thinking. In the power structure, the majority are 
Mandinkas—less Senegalophile than the few Wolofs, 
Peuls, and Dyolas who are closer ethnically, culturally, 
and geographically to Senegal and the Senegalese, 
meaning the representatives of these ethnic groups, 
whose geocultural area extends over a natural region far 
beyond the frontier, can be considered to favor the 
confederation. 


The Aku, traditionally the educated and visable subjects 
of his Majesty, whose appointed intermediaries they 
were in colonial times, now sorely miss their privileged 
status of the past. 


The stakes involved, raised by various kinds of traf- 
ficking and their frustration at being marginalized in the 
country’s political leadership, have led the Aku to 
extreme opposition to Dawda Jawara and Senegambia. 


On the institutional level, the challenge to the Senegalese 
presidency of the confederation on the pretext ihat it 
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concerns two sovereign countries, the duplication of 
initiatives and diplomatic delegations, and foreign poli- 
cies that are often contradictory—at least to the confed- 
erational spirit—have led more than one observer to 
question the reality of Senegambia. Average Gambians 
have difficulty accepting an organization patterned 
socially and institutionally on Senegal, which in their 
view threatens their freedom. Perhaps these consider- 
ations cause the Gambians to oppose the growing 
number of confederation ministries. For example, after 
proposing to Senegal a confederation ministry for youth 
and culture, Banjul now wants to sack it. Yet it could 
have formed a cornerstone of Senegambian conscious- 
ness. 


While the Gambian minister of external affairs is in our 
country, where he was welcomed yesterday by the chief 
of state, we should see and speak clearly. The pretext of 
President Jawara intervening between Senegal and 
Guinea-Bissau, released to the press, should not be taken 
seriously by Senegalese authorities. Senegambia cost us 
dearly and continues to do so. 


The confederation budget, officially set at approximately 
3 billion CFA francs, is in principal funded two-thirds by 
Senegal and one-third by Gambia. The 1989-90 budget 
of 2,996,433,550 CFA francs requires 1,997,662,366 
CFA francs from Senegal and 998,811,184 CFA francs 
from Gambia. Senegambian bureaucrats account for at 
least 1.375 billion of this budget, not to mention armed 
forces and security personnel stationed in Banjul. 


Senegal should read Banjul’s attitude closely so, if nec- 
essary, it can realign its subregional policy and reallocate 
its resources, so limited now and to which the Senegalese 
have a legitimate and priority claim. The political and 
strategic stakes of our current situation call for practical 
steps by the Senegalese authorities and a thorough 
reevaluation of their moralistic philosophy and ready 
conviviality. We still feel aftershocks of the role our 
country played in the Western politics of the colonial 
and postcolonial eras. In this connection, the “‘occupa- 
tion” of Gambia, operation Fode Kaba 2, did not match 
clear national or unitarian objectives and was impossible 
without the selfishly motivated support of the French 
and British. They, preoccupied with forging the Europe 
of i993, are leaving Senegal holding the bag, which 
should make us reevaluate what Senegal wants in 
Gambia after all. If it takes two to tango, then a painful 
separation holds some promise. 


* PS Renews Tie to CPSU for Political Motive 


34190366A Dakar SOPI in French 
18 Aug 89 p 3 


[Text] The Socialist Party [PS] officially established 
privileged relations with the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, which congratulated itself recently on 
having two significant allies in Senegal. This decision 
was the handiwork of Jean Collin. We are investigating 
the real reasons for this move. 
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For some, the goal—which was achieved—was to bring 
Soviet pressure to bear on the PIT [Party for Indepen- 
dence and Labor] to dissociate itself from the liberals 
and come closer to its new allies. This aspect is signifi- 
cant, and at the same time Collin’s desire for a leftist, 
that is, Marxist, anchor for the PS can no longer be 
ignored. We recall that recently the administration offi- 
cially took charge of the participation of the PS in the 
Festival of Eastern Countries in Pyongyang with a very 
strong delegation, while up until then this event was left 
to the parties and groups on the left. We shall see what 
tomorrow shall bring. 


* Collin Branded Agent of U.S., France, USSR 


34190366B Dakar SOPI in French 
18 Aug 89 p 3 


[Article signed SOPI] 


[Text] Who does Jean Collin work for? This seems like a 
simple question, but the answer is in actuality unusually 
complicated. Collin’s dubious personality is elusive. 


Until very recently, the Americans thought he was their 
man because he furnished them with tipoffs and had 
engineered the progressive Americanization of Senegal’s 
foreign cooperation. To demonstrate his sincerity, he 
had photocopied all correspondence between France and 
Senegal for the Yanks. 


The Russians also thought Collinovich was theirs: His 
travels as a PCF [French Communist Party?] militant, 
his support for the recognition of eight Marxist parties in 
Senegal, and his periodic contacts with JICOV [expan- 
sion unknown] via Vienna strengthened their convic- 
tion. 


The French suspected the loyalty and patriotism of Jean 
Collin, who ever since the colonial era abandoned any 
defense of French interests whenever necessary. Then 
one day they discovered he was not a double but a triple 
agent. 


Since then, agent Collin always had someone on his trail 
to verify his “tips” and protect French intelligence from 
false leads. This precaution paid off in the case of a 
recent maneuver by this triple agent. 


It has been known for a long time that the all-powerful 
Collin had set up an intelligence network. His agents in 
the Senegal Ministry of Interior report to their colleagues 
in the DGSE [General Directorate for External Security] 
in Paris, and nothing escapes them: the travels of Mr 
Wade and the lies to damage anyone who opposes Abdou 
Diouf or threatens his popularity. The “Frenchman”’ is 
known for his faith in “papers” and reports, but the trick 
was turned on him! 


On Mr Wade’s last trip, when he disembarked in Paris 
from his flight from Tunis, he was followed. Although he 
went directly to his residence, the following day a police 
report was turned in to the French authorities. For 
authenticity, it said—incredibly—that according to 
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Algerian security, on leaving the plane, Mr Wade went 
straight to the Plaza to meet Israelis and an agreement 
was finalized according to which Israel would help Wade 
rise to power and he in turn would reestablish diplomatic 
ties to Israel. 


No one has forgotten that during the campaign, Collin 
found the story of the Jewish lobby exploited by the 
press; he also pulled out of his hat two Libyans en route 
from Cotonou with Ahmeth Niasse. Collin paid for their 
airplane tickets, and they landed with arms and baggage 
at the Dakar airport and were arrested. When Mr Wade 
was a consultant for Sudan, Collin dreamed up nothing 
less than military training camps directed by Mr Wade. 
In the same mold, he ‘s now inventing the sad story of an 
accord with Israel. 


It is important to know that French intelligence has been 
able to establish that the information was false. In other 
words, Collin was caught in a blatant lie. The astonishing 
thing in all this is the reference to Algerian secret 
services. Mr Wade also wrote to President Bendjedid, 
“As for my Algerian connections, it can be nothing but 
an isolated act of a bureaucrat who, in any case, could 
not have received official instructions.” 


The outcome of this imbroglio worthy of James Bond is 
that the agent John Baptiste Collinovich’s cover is now 
blown and he is left with no other choice but early 
retirement. 


* Pervasive Influence of Collin Deplored 


34190366C Dakar SOPI in French 
18 Aug 89 p 1 


{Editorial by Ousmane Ngom] 


[Text] Seeing Mr Collin hiking the dusty countryside of 
Fouta at the head of a column of administrators in 
striped trousers and helmets, I thought for a moment I 
was dreaming and my dream had borne me back to the 
Senegal of yesterday when the haughty and puffed-up 
Commandant de Cercle, followed by a horde of Canton 
chiefs whose servility matched their blind zeal, toured 
the countryside. My awakening was brutal: This is 1989 
and Senegal has been independent for 29 years! This sad 
awakening changed quickly to violent revulsion when all 
the images jostled in my mind so violently that I could 
not help crying out, “Are we caught in a time warp?” 


There can be no other explanation. 


With the tragedy of the people in the Senegal River 
Valley and the inhuman conditions they endure as a 
result of the Senegalese-Mauritanian crisis, all the press 
have called for Mr Abdou Diouf, who calls himself the 
president of the republic, protector of our territorial 
integrity and the security of all who live within it, to 
come to the scene. If he could not relieve their suffering, 
he could at least give them moral support and reassure 
them of their safety. I emphasize, in all the countries of 
the world this is the normal, natural reaction of a chief of 


FBIS-AFR-89-233-S 
6 December 1989 


state: Margaret Thatcher in Ulster, De Gaulle at Toulon, 
Gorbachev in Armenia, etc. But in Senegal in 1989? 
Abdou Diouf bravely lying low in his palace bunker and 
Mr Jean Collin with his big shoes and (almost) colonial 
helmet, swaggering, thumbs in suspenders even, scoffing 
at the devastated victims of the repercussions of lin- 
gering colonialism. This is clearly unworthy of the so- 
called holder of public confidence. 


Yet there is more, much more, and it is serious. It is very 
serious. Collin, even more than Louis XIV, could say, 
“L’etat, c’est moi et moi seul.” He considers himself 
omniscient and omnipotent. He runs everything, con- 
trols everything, and supervises everything. He does this 
with domestic policy as well as with foreign policy. Some 
recent blatant examples illustrate this claim perfectly: In 
the attenpts to control the Senegalese-Mauritanian con- 
flict, Collin completely eviscerated the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs and placed in charge his puppet Andre 
Sonko, whose shortcomings are notorious. Concerning 
the relations between Collin and Ibrahima Fall, I have to 
recommend (sportingly) reading last week’s LE 
POLITICIEN Number 253, which carried an extremely 
eloquent article from which I quote the following passage 
as an example: “A Minister of Foreign Affairs whose 
competence is more or less limited is called upon to carry 
out Senegalese diplomacy which, do not forget, Jean 
Collin controls by proxy. 


“There is no doubt about it, at least for anyone who 
understands the role and place of Jean Collin in the 
functioning ot the state.” 


Now we understand better why Senegalese diplomacy is 
in such a sorry state in these times of crisis. But this is 
not the first time Ibrahima Fall has been sidelined by 
Collin: He dismissed and ignored him so as to handle the 
higher education crisis himself while he was chief of the 
department. Diouf was paraiyzed at the outbreak of the 
Senegalese-Mauritanian conflict. He gave his first speech 
only after Collin’s return and, it would seem, at his 


urging. 


There is another, more alarming example: Senegal is to 
host the 1990 summit conference of the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference (NIC). The 30 billion earmarked 
for the largest convocation of the Muslim community 
(the umma) is in the hands of a non-Muslim: Jean Collin 
is answering the correspondence from Muslim heads of 
state to Senegal’s leader about summit pre; irations, and 
he is making all decisions in the name of Mr Diouf, who 
has taken only two steps: the nomination (on Collin’s 
proposal) of an OIC delegate to whom nothing has been 
delegated and the arbitrary choice of a relative to carry 
out various jobs in preparation for the summit (moti- 
vated by the commissions). The Arabs we have met have 
expressed their deep displeasure at seeing a non-Muslim 
in charge of the highest body of the Islamic community: 
“We feel this insult very deeply: Imagine a Muslim in 
charge of the treasury of the Vatican Council or the 
Conference of Bishops. It is unthinkable!” 
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With no ostracism, I can affirm that I share this senti- 
ment fully, especially because Collin cannot be suspected 
of harboring the least Muslim sympathy: Recently, he 
had his wife’s daughter, born Muslim and whose father is 
Muslim, given a Christian baptism. What Abdou Diouf 
has done is more than shocking: IT IS JUST NOT 
DONE! There is nothing more to say. 


Senegalese are asking themselves how he can be blind to 
these things. Diouf should see how absurd the situation 
is by looking at the sad state Collin made of the PS 
[Socialist Party] a year ago. A party still in office cannot 
wake up suddenly one morning, dismiss its officers, pull 
its props out from under itself, and then claim surprise at 
the opposition and the failure of its recruitment and 
census campaigns. No Senegalese is mad enough to trust 
a party so far out of touch as to commit suicide. When 
the boat leaks, the rats leave the holds, but the rats are 
leaving at breakneck speed! Collin is incurable because 
unchecked: By a single pen stroke he deprived Senegal of 
police for a period of weeks. He cannot be expected to 
tighten his own reins. 


There are, in fact, only two explanations for Diouf’s 
abdication in favor of Collin: First, Collin has compro- 
mising information (about either him or his family). 
Second, Diouf does not trust any Senegalese because 
anyone in Collin’s place could harbor legitimate ambi- 
tions to accede to power, whereas Collin, on the other 
hand, has no such ambitions, for good reason, but also 
because he is already in the driver’s seat. 


* Ill-Equipped Armed Forces Discussed 
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[Article by Madior Sokhna Ndiaye] 


[Text] In its period of independence Senegal runs a 
course that does it scant honor. The recent events at 
Dunde Khore in the Senegal River Valley and their 
tragic consequences deserve, in addition to tears and 
recriminations, a serious analysis. Clinging to a simple 
blunder by border guards would be too simplistic. 
Instead it would be more appropriate to look for answers 
in the authorities’ lethargy and the contempt in which 
our nation has been held recently. 


As anyone can see, Senegal’s leaders have, from the first 
years of independence, followed the policy of systemat- 
ically misinforming the people. Consequently, a great 
deal takes place without the knowledge of the majority. 
For example, questions about the location of Senegal’s 
northern frontier and the transfer of some 20 Senegalese 
villages to Gambia have dealt undeniable blows to our 
territorial integrity. 


As for the army—one of the organized forces on which 
the authorities have always depended—it has never been 
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really restructured. We easily forget that Western mili- 
tary traditions are 2,000 years old. Successive regimes 
have made the Senegalese army a pale reflection of a 
genuine classical army. 


With no resources, our army has neither the firepower 
necessary to put down an aggression nor the means of an 
external offensive. After 30 years of independence, it 
seems to be shaping up along the lines of paramilitary 
forces for domestic actions (state of emergency, curfew, 
maintaining order, etc., etc.). Today the evidence is 
there, disturbing and bitter. It is a spineless army emas- 
culated by a squad of vindictive and unpopular politi- 
cians. It is at precisely this juncture that the colonels of 
Nouakchott and Bissau decided to challenge us. We must 
make no mistake; the duo of Taya-Cimper and our 
neighbors to the south have decided to teach us a lesson. 


The scorn directed at us also comes from our former 
position as a conspicuous right hand of the colonial 
power. With the blessing of the law of the four com- 
munes that the citizens flaunted at every opportunity, 
Senegal appeared as a puppet. Our racial brothers and 
sisters did not accept this bullying by the citizens of the 
four communes in the name of colonialism smilingly. In 
addition, Dakar, capital and worst case of AOF [French 
West Africa], aroused jealousy. 


Now, when we are all free of the yoke of colonialism, the 
Senegalese have succumbed to the system. On one han“, 
the former metropole deals with its former colonies as 
circumstances dictate, pooh-poohing all its former ties, 
and on the other hand, countries want to settle accounts 
and teach a lesson to the “proud citizens of the four 
communes” who have come down to earth in one of the 
poorest nations. The country of Haj Mbaye and the 
Guardian of the Constitution now goes begging at the 
gate of the West. Where is our dignity? 


Bad luck comes in threes, and our neighbors on the south 
have also taken advantage of the opportunity to chal- 
lenge Senegal over its territorial limits. Even considering 
all the risks involved, Senegal should listen to the lessons 
of history and reclaim its legitimate place in the family of 
nations. Von Braun, father of NASA [National Aeronau- 
tics and Space Administration], said, ““A man, like a 
nation, only stands for something in the eyes of others if 
he stands for something in his own eyes. It is the same for 
nations as for people. It was true for the Greeks in their 
Golden Age and for the Italians in the Renaissance.” 


With the stakes getting higher and higher, the authorities 
must heed the wishes of the great majority of Senegalese. 
Read the lesson in the insult that we all have a hard time 
swallowing. Senegal must be reborn in order to honor its 
forebears and to hearten and strengthen the generations 
to come, since, as it has been said, “The rising tide of 
shame threatens to overwhelm forever the generations 
past, living, and to come.” 


END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


